From Kevin McInnes (Our Facilities Minister)
kevin@trinityvernon.ca

People come into our lives. Often we are unaware of why those
specific people arrive. But make no mistake, given enough time,
we almost always end up realizing that we are the ones whose
lives were enriched.
Tia and Jonny are unique. For me, they opened up my understanding of what I
once knew as “homelessness”. Over many months and in each of our interactions
and communication it was obvious that they lived in the space of “respect and
love”, for each other, those around them and their physical surroundings. They
displayed a clear sense of what I would describe as “peaceful maturity”. They
seemed to see the larger picture and acted with a sense of reasonableness in the
middle of very trying personal circumstances.
Every morning, they consistently gathered up garbage that they encountered on
our property from other homeless people who stayed temporarily. They kept me
appraised of noteworthy events that occurred while I was not on the property
and even called the police once to help maintain a safe environment. Their
behaviour made it a simple choice to want to know them as people. Eventually I
asked if there was something I could do, or we could do to provide support. It
took many months and multiple conversations in order for them to be
comfortable to open their lives. They rarely made it known that they actually had
needs.
I thank the Board and others in our congregation who understand that love is
simply a bridge that can connect people. Once connected, if we keep our eyes,
ears and souls open we ultimately feel the oneness of humanity and a desire to
help. In this case, it feels like we are being called to maintain that bridge which
connected us to Tia and Jonny.
Thank God that Tia and Jonny crossed our path and we were in a position and
willing to let them rest and stay safe on TUC property. “There but for the Grace of
God, go I.”

