
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: FEBRUARY 21st, 2021 

SUMMARY: JESUS’ MINISTRY BEGINS! 
(Mark 1:9-15) 

 

Mark’s Gospel doesn’t waste words as in today’s text where, in just 6 verses, he tells of the 
baptism of Jesus, the temptation of Jesus and the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. As we 
host this text together today, I’m curious to discover where we believe God’s Spirit will lead us. 
 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
Our text begins by rooting us in a physical location – perhaps stressing how the applications we 
draw from this not intended to be about just theory but to be applied physically, practically, 
pragmatically into our lives! These things actually happened, on THAT day, in Jordan, with 
application for us NOW! But why would Jesus want to begin his ministry by being baptized by 
John? This is the same John that other writersi describe as himself having confessed how he is 
not worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals: this Jesus who he says is ‘the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world’ and him simply being a voice crying in the wilderness.  
 

And so why was Jesus open to being baptized by him? Perhaps, it’s because of the kind of 
baptism that John was offering –this was a baptism of repentance. Perhaps we should see Jesus 
choosing to align himself here with the worst of our humanity as the very first step in our on-
going conversion process: …our needing to recognize the worst of our ourselves within our 
circumstances, and to turn away from it! A baptism of metanoia, repentance! 
 

As Christ-followers we have Jesus and Jesus’ actions being presented to us as an exemplar, an 
example, a pattern to emulate - as we respond to God’s grace. 
 

What is it that WE, then, are to turn away from if we are to follow him? What unhelpful 
mindsets perhaps, what destructive behaviour patterns, what self-serving priorities? Jesus 
receiving John’s baptism of repentance is all about us noticing and being prepared to stop 
whatever nonsense we are allowing currently to be stealing our lives! We are to leave those 
things behind to drown under the water as we emerge with Christ – ready and enabled now to 
reclaim all of what is – and has always been - ours from before time! 
 

10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved, with you I am well pleased.” 
Doves in scripture imply beautiful things such as freedom, gentleness and peace. But notice 
especially how in Gen8:8 we’re told that it was a dove that marked the end of the great flood 
that wiped out a previously broken world economy to establish a whole new, cleaner, more 
Godly world order. Remember how Noah sent it out each day to see if it would bring an olive 
branch to mark the end of the 40 days of flood destruction? I wonder to what extent the 
reference to the Spirit coming ‘like a dove’ in our text is meant somehow to be reminiscent of 
that? Is Christ’s ministry being marked also as the beginning of a whole new world order? 
 

Then, echoing what was later to come at Jesus’ TRANSFIGURATION, comes that affirmation 
from heaven – You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased. 

 



It seems Mark was wanting us to be absolutely clear in our understanding of how all of Jesus – 
this entire Jesus event - was receiving God’s divine sanction. This – Jesus - is all God’s doing! 
 

Wouldn’t you LOVE to have that affirmation in your life? The certainty of KNOWING God’s 
will for you? I wonder about that? What happens to us and our sense of free will if ever we 
have that radical/ fanatical degree of absolute conviction? 
 
 

Well, there can be no doubt here – Jesus knew! God made sure of that. But he wasn’t given too 
much time to bask in that awareness because, we’re told: 
 
12 … immediately (the Spirit) drove him out into the wilderness.13 He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; 
There again is the significance of that number ‘40’! I don’t think we’re told these things for no 
good reason. We may think also of how immediately after Israel passed from Egyptian 
enslavement through the (kind of) baptismal waters of the Red Sea, so they too were forced into 
the wilderness – not for 40 days but for 40 years. Just like his wandering ancestors, Jesus’ time 
of wilderness wandering was never so much intended to be a time to relax as an opportunity to 
be put through trials, though Mark (unlike Matthew and Luke) does not tell us just what those 
trials actually were. Neither does he say too much about who or what those “wild animals” that 
were with him represented. The bottom line is - as we read later in Hebrews 4:15 - that he was 
being tested/ tempted “in every way as we are.” 
 

Will Willimon comments on this text:  
Our own attempts to follow Jesus will surely have some of the same character of tempting and 
testing with which Jesus struggled at the beginning of his ministry. So (he says) here at the 
beginning of Lent we have an opportunity to be honest about some of the trials and temptations 
of the Christian life and the way that Jesus, victor over temptation, strengthens us in our times 
of testing. 
 

It seems to me that THAT is spot on! Lent is about embracing the next forty days for honest 
truth-telling, for self-examination, about how we are being tested in terms of our personal 
discipleship and witness to the world as Christ followers. We choose to go there. We choose to 
ask and to face some of those very hard questions regarding the temptations that distract us 
from living into whom and what we actually are! We face them in order to acknowledge, to 
admit, to confess, to turn away from them, to repent.  
 

And then we are told that the angels waited on him. I am deeply grateful for this moment of 
deepest and most tender Angelic comfort! And that’s when Jesus’ public ministry is allowed to 
begin, which suggests how it was only after repentance and affirmation, only after overcoming 
temptation and receiving God’s ultimately comforting presence, that Jesus was set to start his 
work.  
 
14 …Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 



This is the hallmark/ the blueprint of Jesus’ work. This is Jesus’ elevator speech – it’s Mark’s 
whole summing up of Jesus’ point and purpose! And it sums up our work as Christ’s followers 
as well. These were our marching orders, and they still are! 
 

4 Questions emerge for us in this text as we move into Lent this year. We will be coming back 
to them from time to time over the next weeks. 
 
 

For what do you believe the time is now fulfilled - for you? 
 

What do you understand the ‘Kingdom of God’ to be – that very thing which Jesus said 
‘is now near’? 

 

What precisely is the ‘Good News’ that we are to believe? 
 

What do you understand repenting & believing requires of us as Christ followers? 
What does it actually require of you? 

 
 

We are all so easily tempted to believe much less about ourselves than we actually are. 
 In terms of both identity and purpose: WHO WE ARE AND WHY WE ARE HERE! We don’t 
need to do that – however difficult it may be to break old paradigms. The Gospel writers’ point 
is that Jesus did not ever need to believe any of the rubbish that the Evil One was using to tempt 
Him, however attractive food and power may have seemed at that moment, after 40 days of 
fasting.  
 

Who and what Jesus already was and had was so very much beyond than anything Satan could 
offer. And so are we! Our job as Christ-followers is to come to believe that truth! In Christ, it’s 
to reclaim that truth! And to live into it. May that be so. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 
 

 
i See Luke 3:16; John 1:27 


