
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: FEBRUARY 28, 2021 

SUMMARY: NECESSARY REJECTION 
(Mark 8:31-38) 

 
There are 4 main movements in today’s text – 4 developments of just this one, essential 
theme of rejection! And so, beginning with: 
1. Jesus (as the Son of Man) who claims that he MUST face rejection… 

He was clear about that! There’s absolutely no ambiguity here! 
2. And then there’s Peter’s very natural reaction to hearing that hard truth coming from 

his beloved Leader & Rabbi… 
The problem is that rejection always feels somehow like a failure to us, and Peter 
wouldn’t stand for it! His deep loyalty couldn’t bear to hear Jesus sounding SO negative 
about himself - felt the need somehow to address that – probably trying to bolster Him 
with something much more positive! 

3. But then we have Jesus’ reinforcement of that one truth – how he insists that there 
MUST be this element of rejection! 
It’s apparently vital/ essential for Peter and for all of us as Christ-followers actually to get 
our heads around this! 

4. …and then there’s this 4th element of reward! …not spelt out so much as implied! 
Jesus ends this text by stressing how the result of facing that rejection is always be just 
SOOO worth it! 

 

But what does all that even mean? Some Atonement theologies drill down just here – 
arguing that unless Jesus was rejected and killed our sins would not be forgiven. It’s the 
argument that a sinless Jesus became sin, and so faced the rejection and death that we as 
actual sinners deserve in order to save us from having to go through that ourselves! 
Jesus’ rejection & death was necessary to save us from the effect of our sins! While many 
believe that that’s all there is to it, there are other deeply thoughtful teachers who 
believe that there’s so much more! 
 

I’m referring to people like Fr Richard Rohr who builds on the Middle Ages teachings of the 
likes of Jon Duns Scotus and St Francis of Assisi and, more recently, Thomas Merton (as 
well as many other wonderful modern Christian writers) who all argue that Jesus facing this 
rejection has SOOO much more to do with our most alive-living now than some ancient 
heavenly demand for blood sacrifice. …it has exactly to do with what Christ was teaching 
and initiating:…the need for us – as we are Him, also - to face these aspects of rejection and 
death so that our awareness of something infinitely more wonderful would be welcomed and 
brought to life! 
 

We’ve spoken before of the Immortal Diamond that lives in every one of us – created as we 
are in God’s image! Our very best selves! Our soul-selves! …what today’s text translates as 
our most true Psyches – most true ‘lives’. Matthewi writes of that ‘pearl of great price’ and 
‘the treasure hidden in a field’ that is discovered with the finder being prepared to reject 
everything they possessed in order to own! 
 



Our best selves are always there, but often we allow it to be so deeply hidden under the 
smothering layers of our all-consuming and falsely self-obsessed egos that we lose touch! 
Before we know, we accumulate all these role and veneers and ‘things’ that we start to 
believe that THAT’S all we have/all we are… 
 

Jesus is not able to play those games. Jesus won’t pretend to believe that we are simply the 
sum-total of whatever outer layer we choose to hide behind. Emily McDowell is a speaker & 
teacher & wonderful writer. She writes: “Finding yourself" is not really how it works. You 
aren't a ten-dollar bill in last winter's coat pocket. You are also not lost. Your true self is 
right there, buried under cultural conditioning, other people's opinions, and inaccurate 
conclusions you drew as a kid that became your beliefs about who you are. "Finding 
yourself" is actually returning to yourself. An unlearning, an excavation, a remembering 
who you were before the world got its hands on you.” There has FIRST to be some very real 
rejection of what we are NOT in order to reclaim who and what we actually are! 
 

Jesus always sees straight through all the superficiality to the sacred beauty of what is most 
essential in us all– and he teaches that unless we are prepared to stop investing so much in 
maintaining our external appearances, we risk losing it all. Well, people don’t like that! Peter 
certainly didn’t! For some reason we find it so much easier to remain focused on what’s 
superficial, on the surface. We so easily choose to believe the lies that we tell ourselves and 
one another, I mean, as opposed to being prepared to reject all of that outward cosmeticology 
in order to get to the real stuff that is beneath & within. 
 

That’s exactly where Jesus’ point of rejection leads! Exposing and releasing the most 
real stuff is ALWAYS what Jesus mostly does! It’s what we can understand his birth, 
life, necessary death and resurrection secures! 
 

By telling Peter and the disciples that it was going to be necessary for him to go through all 
of what was ahead of him, Jesus was describing the process whereby all of creation is 
released to be what God has always intended us to be! I think I’m suggesting that we can 
understand Jesus and the whole factual, historical event of Easter as an enacted/ 
empowered parable that both demonstrates and secures how we get to come alive. 
 

Peter’s reaction exactly parallels us. We are not easily able to stop being defined by all of 
what we’ve spent our whole lives so carefully cultivating on the outside - our ego-selves! 
Surely, if we make our ego-outer worlds really pretty, you know, if we’re truly not so bad on 
the outside, can’t that serve to define us? How about if I am a really good person?…a really 
good doctor? Or a really good school teacher? Or minister? Neighbor? Surely then I could 
be defined by all that and not have to look any deeper! Surely, says Peter, being a good and 
popular Rabbi was enough for Jesus without the need to face all that ugly Easter reality? 
 
Jesus’ response was, and still is OUTRAGE! NO! Get thee behind me Satan! Jesus’ strong 
reaction is meant to JOLT HIM – AND US – from the externally-focused ego-comas that we 
allow to obfuscate our identities.  
 



A willingness to face the rejection of our diminished outer selves is ultimately a 
necessity for the reawakening of our most real spiritual growth! 
  

Jesus insists that everything in his or Peter’s outer world that would want to define him 
as anything less than what he actually - is needs to be rejected! And, as we are in him, 
so do we! Once that begins to sink in, so we see Jesus – more gently now, but still very 
clearly - explaining what the outcome of this change of focus ultimately are: it’s the saving 
of our lives, what Jesus describes as us coming to celebrate Christ’s glory with God and all 
the angels! 
 

We are SOOO much better than the sum total of what we have or don’t have, or what we are 
currently doing or have done! Those are the outer accumulations to our living – things that 
we have picked up along the way – and they may NEVER be allowed to define who and 
what we ACTUALLY are! Jesus wouldn’t stand for it in his life, and he still won’t stand for 
it in us either! 
 

And so our prayer is that we would allow him and his love to go to work in us releasing us 
from all and everything that gets in the way – that we may come to know and be the blessing 
that we all actually are!  
May it be so 
Amen 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i Matthew 13:45-46 


