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SUMMARY: GOD Is Still GOD! 
(Isa.40:21-31) 

 

Isaiah had warned and warned and warned the people of Israel that their sinfulness would NOT 
go unpunished: …their ignoring of injustice! …their neglect of the poor! …their tolerance of 
oppression! …their wanton idolatry! Those things are not of God and of what God desires from 
us as God’s people, and will not be allowed to continue without God’s people somehow, 
sometime, being held to account. The Psalmist had said it so clearly, as paraphrased in the 
Message’s version of Psalm 14: Don’t they know anything, all these predators? Don’t they 
know they can’t get away with this…  Night is coming for them, and nightmares, for God 
takes the side of victims. Do you think you can mess with the dreams of the poor? You can’t, 
for God makes their dreams come true. 
 

Previously, their good king Hezekiahi had built fabulous wealth in the land of Judah - wealth 
which visitors from Babylon had seen and coveted. After his death in 698 BCE his son 
Manasseh became king – not a great time for God’s people in Hebrew history. Manasseh rebuilt 
all the high places of pagan worship. It’s reported that he killed 100s of innocents, even 
sacrificing his son to the Canaanite god Moloch who demanded human sacrifice. It was largely 
as a result of his pretty shameless idolatry that prophets, including Isaiah began to warn of 
Jerusalem’s destruction. 
 

That destruction happened with the invasion of King Nebuchadnezzar. The people that weren’t 
killed were taken off into 70 years of Babylonian exile. ‘By the rivers of Babylon, we sat down 
and wept as we remembered Zion – or Jerusalem…’ii Devastating! The people were shattered! 
And not least because they realized they had brought this upon themselves! But that’s also just 
when Isaiah’s prophetic tone begins to change and soften. Instead of angry warnings about the 
coming destruction he begins to write of solace and hope! ‘Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been 
completed, that her sin has been paid for’. 
 

We can imagine a people in exile at first really needing to hear those words, just hungering for 
that comfort and assurance, but then a funny thing begins to happen. As the years go by, they 
begin to adjust to their new lives in Babylon. They begin to forget just who they are: who they 
were called/blessed to be! And why they were chosen in the first place: to know and to be 
God’s blessing to others! 
 

Just maybe… Just maybe these foreign Babylonian gods of Marduk (the great patron god of 
Babylon, the king of their gods who they believed presided over all healing, compassion, & 
magic), and Ahura Mazda (the Zoroastrian supreme spirit), and Mithra (the Persian god of the 
rising sun and all contracts) …just maybe they ARE more powerful? Perhaps it was time for 
them to move on from YHWH, the God of their ancestors? 
 

And so we see the prophet Isaiah reacting! NO! After initially bringing those words of comfort, 
now we see him writing about YHWH’s greatness, magnificence, power over all gods and 
throughout all the nations, the entire universe.  
 



Then in today’s text from Isaiah 40:21-31 he brings it right down to our level. There’s an 
incredulous almost scoffing tone in his writings as he does so. Whether in Babylonian exile or 
3000 years later in Covid-19 isolation - THIS is still who YHWH is, and THIS is still what 
YHWH does. 
 

I love how Isaiah makes God’s strength palpable, tangible, profoundly contextual. Yes, God’s 
almighty power is for all, but it’s especially for us as we are weak and tired and when our 
circumstances are such that we may be tempted to begin to doubt God’s power and purpose for 
our lives. It’s as we are tempted to start to trust other lesser sources of identity and purpose. 
Perhaps it’s because of influences outside of our immediate control: as our sense of self-
confidence & purpose becomes eroded by too much Covid isolation perhaps, or as we feel 
increasingly trapped in some bad relationship, or something else… But it’s for exactly those 
times when we begin to doubt ourselves – doubting whether there really is anything more out 
there other than just THIS what is obvious - whatever our contexts are presenting. YES, Isaiah 
says, God is there for us! Out there! As well as right here! In here! And that’s when we notice 
the intentionally incarnational nature of God’s response to our circumstances… 
 

As our rising up to fly up on wings like eagles is appropriate, then THAT’S what God’s 
strength will mean for us: empowering our rising above our circumstances - to soar with hope 
and purpose/determination to deal with & to overcome whatever we’re facing. Or, if running 
and not walking is appropriate, then THAT’S what is promised! God’s strength being our 
ability to move swiftly to face whatever is in front of us. But when neither of those are possible 
or feasible, perhaps because we are just SO overwhelmed by our circumstances, tired - those 
times when Covid exhaustion, or whatever else we may be facing, is just SO overwhelming, 
rough - then the promise is for us to be enabled to walk just one step at a time through it all, 
and not faint – not to fall down. 
  
 

This is the most profound promise of God’s strength for us! Here! Now! And why? For what 
are we promised all this sacred this strength? Surely, it’s NOT just for the satisfaction of our 
own agendas. God’s strength is for the re-discovery of God’s agenda in our lives! It’s for the 
realization of our truest, most sacred selves, and then of why God has placed us here! Identity 
& purpose! God’s mission is still so very much alive and well, and still as vital as ever for us 
to know and to live – to do. What does that still actually look like for you now? 
 

Dear God, help us. Especially as our circumstances seem to conspire to distract us away from 
your eternal purpose for our lives. Help us to remain rooted, to keep drawing our strength from 

the loving truth of whom, in Christ, you intend us to be.  
Just as your exiled community in Babylon all those years ago, we confess how easily we lose 
sight of you and your purposes O God. How easily we allow other lesser influences to impact 
us! Thank you for completely revealing yourself in Jesus Christ. Thank you that as we are in 

Him, so we are in you, …able once again to own our worth as having been made in your image, 
…able once again to own our purpose as witnesses to your character in a world SO easily blind 

to it! In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
Rev Robin Jacobson 

 
i 2 Kings 18ff 
ii Psalm 137 


