
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: FEBRUARY 7TH, 2021 

SUMMARY: TRANSFIGURATION! 
(Mark 9:2-9) 

 
Today is known as Transfiguration Sunday. It’s the day we remember what happened on Mt 
Tabori, the day that something quite wonderful was revealed of Christ and Christ’s glory. The 
synoptic gospels each recall this enormously important event. 
 

I remember confessing last year how we really can’t be too sure of what exactly happened that 
day up. All we know is that Jesus had gone there with his disciples Peter, James & John to pray, 
probably wanting to be strengthened before beginning his journey to Jerusalem and Easter – with 
all of what he knew was waiting there for him. He was wanting to be absolutely sure he was 
doing God’s will.  
 

That’s just when this pretty awesome experience of his ‘lighting up!’ happened - The 
Transfiguration - understood as God’s sealing endorsement of all that was to come! Jesus’ face 
and clothing radiating dazzling light may reminds us of Mosesii experience on MT Sinai after 
being with God and receiving the 10 Commandments. 
 

Those disciples were utterly overwhelmed. They reacted to the unspeakably radiant beauty of 
it all this by wanting never to lose it: Let us build tents’, preserve it! Who could blame them? As 
rational, logical, modernist, left-brain-dominated, increasingly post-Christendom Christ 
followers – we don’t allow ourselves to get NEARLY enough of this! The Numinous: our 
experience of God as holy other. If and when we do glimpse this, why would we ever want it to 
end? Instead of allowing them to preserve that experience Jesus pointed them away from it, with 
the instruction to go back into the outside world. Yes, they had been given to see something quite 
wonderful but, clearly, its effect was not just for themselves to hoard, it was for all the world. 
 

Let’s stay with the sheer brilliance of that radiating light: Peter, James and John got actually to 
see what Jesus elsewhere described only in wordsiii that:  “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 
 

God, and Jesus Christ as the revelation of God, being likened to light is a very beautiful theme - 
spun all through scripture!iv What those disciples on the mountaintop actually received was the 
gift of being able to realize how holy that moment was! The gift was Christ being revealed as the 
dazzling brilliance of sacred light that he always is! What they got wrong was their impulse to 
focus on only the source of light itself, as opposed to what the light of Christ was actually 
illuminating! 
 

By staring into the light as the entire focus of our worshipful adoration, we are focussing, it 
seems, in just about exactly the wrong direction. Our most appropriate and worshipful focus 
needs to be on noticing and addressing what the light of Christ reveals.  
 

But there are many types of light. Depending on quality and nature, light always either exposes 
or distorts our perceptions: As we allow ourselves to interact with creation from a compromised 
place of greed and selfishness, then our obsession with our outer ego-worlds has the effect of 
filtering everything we encounter with that compromised lens. To the extent that we are still 
nurturing unresolved hurts or guilt or, perhaps still trapped within some deeply unhelpful 
victim-mindset, well then, that is the lens we allow to colour all our perception. 
 



It’s invariably the distorted lenses of our own foibles and insecurities that most messes 
with us – making us fear those who are different from us, colouring our racism, our 
misogyny, our xenophobia, or homophobia or whatever other else we may still be 
harbouring. But if what we come to see all around us is as God sees - illuminated by the 
clean, clear light of Holiness as revealed through the transfiguring love of Jesus Christ’s 
life and death and resurrection? Well, that’s as if a veil lifts and we get to see things as 
they are meant to be seen - and so are then empowered to react accordingly. Surely then,  
where we see poverty, pain, the effects of bigotry, injustice, we are moved to want to bring 
healing comfort, relief, challenge, hope! 
 

The point is that Jesus Christ is the light by which we see the world right! 
 

But our loving God apart from loving the effects of God as they radiating out into our lives 
through the bright, outpoured, sacrificial love of Jesus Christ, is to be missing the point! 
 

What is God’s light currently revealing of creation to you? By what light do you perceive 
your world? To what extent are you currently able to appreciate the sacred wonder/ the 
holiness of all things? 
 

It’s as we allow ourselves to see everything purely from a darkly self-referencing point of view: 
through the filter of just what is good for us, that we come to see people as somethings to be 
exploited, creation as resources to be plundered – all for our personal gain! But as we come to 
see them in the cleanest possible light of Christ’s most brilliant love so we get to see how 
everything becomes holy! 
 

Our role is firstly to be the receptors, and then the reflectors of that light. Our 
responsibility is to ensure we are the cleanest, brightest, purest possible receptors and 
reflectors of that light that we can be! Our ‘sin’ is anything and everything that stops us in 
that process – all that we allow to mess with this most sacred role and purpose! 
 

And so, Dear God of all goodness, life, justice, hope and love, THAT is our prayer! In a world 
so easily seduced by darkness and distortion, we confess how we truly DO long to be different. 

We long to be the witnesses and channels of you that you intend us to be. 
Thank you that in Christ you do make that possible. We pray that you would help us to see your 
world as you do. IN THE LIGHT OF YOUR LOVE! Help us to see your fingerprint everywhere 

and so to allow all our living to come ultimately to bring you glory. 
For we pray in Jesus’ name 

Amen 
 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 
 
 

 
 

i Some uncertainty here, say Mount Hermon. 
ii Exodus 34:29,30 
iii John 8:12 
iv See, Example, Mt 4:16, Ps 27:1; Jn 9:5; Ps 18:28, Ps 119:105; Mt 5:16; Jn 1:5; 1 Jn 1:5-8; Jn 12:35-37; Eph 5:14; 1 Pt 2:9; Rev 21:23 


