
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: MARCH 21, 2021 

SUMMARY: CROSS OF HEALING WONDERi 
John 12:20-33 

 

The wonder of the Christ’s Easter cross MUST always remain to some extent 
mystery – you know, in the sense that it cannot ever be fully known/ completely 
understood. It must always call out our ever deepening yearning for more, our 
deeper curiosity, our greater sense of wonder, awe, reverence, our most soul-full 
response… 
 

I’ve never been more aware of that as when my little grandson, recently asked me what it 
means: Jesus dying on the cross. Of course I was tempted to simply trot out a quick and pat 
answer, but I’m not sure that would be the most helpful for him to hear. Because we never 
get to master this, never get fully to understand it - and I’m pretty sure that we are not 
intended to. Just as those disciples were often just kind of blown away by what Jesus said, so 
I think we are intended also to be. Jesus intends to be a deeply unsettling, liminal teacher, 
who always keeps us in a state of transition – an ever deepening awareness, deepening 
appreciation of God’s grace... 
 

Please God, may we never feel that we’ve finally mastered the meaning of this 
awesome and mysterious Easter miracle of the cross – your death & most awe-
full resurrection- but rather that we are being ever more deeply mastered by 
you because of it. May it be so, Amen. 

 

I love that prayer because I believe unless our hearts are being opened by God to this – you 
know, as Dvoira sang so beautifully earlier - we will never get beyond at best some very 
literal, wooden, two-dimensional formulaic understanding of our faith.   
 

We're not told why those Greeks wanted to see Jesus. Perhaps it was his celebrity: Jesus had 
been doing some pretty impressive things and must have become famous by then, and so 
they wanted to meet him. Or maybe it was based on something else, maybe they had 
questions. Today we are taking this opportunity to do what those Greeks wanted to do – look 
a little deeper into the cross of Easter in order to see what Jesus may be revealing to us of 
Himself, of God and of ourselves. Jesus chose to use their request as a pretty profound 
teaching moment for His disciples.  
 

We’re told that 23 Jesus answered them “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. That’s ‘glorified’ in the sense of being exposed or revealed. Be made known.  
 

And then he describes this very powerful and provocative image: 24 Very truly, I tell you, 
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it 
dies, it bears much fruit.  
 

It’s only once a grain of wheat is released from where it has been confined within its limited 
shell casing, once it falls from the familiar security of its place on the sheaf into its properly 
intended growing medium of the earth, only then is its whole point of existence allowed to 
unfold: it germinates, breaks open, and all of its inner life-potential manifests – it comes 
alive.  
 



Of course, Jesus was speaking metaphorically about them as his followers. But then, in case 
they were still not getting it, he became totally blunt! Literal! 25 Those who love their life will 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  
 

Jesus compares our current lives to a dormant seed confined within its seedcase, and 
contrasts it with another that has risked being cracked open – and has become properly alive! 
There are clearly two realities here. There’s what Jesus called ‘life in this world’ and ‘eternal 
life’. And He is saying that we cannot have our essential selves grounded in both at the same 
time. Unless we are willing to stop being ENTIRELY of just all of this – ‘our seed casing’ 
we risk losing out on a germinating awareness of our truest & most real & most eternal 
selves which even now are straining to be birthed from just below the surface of what is 
obvious! 
 

The result of our choosing to break open and to live, is us coming to live according to the 
rhythms of God’s eternal reality or - as Thoreau suggested - we begin to march to the beat of 
a different drum. That’s what verse 26 describes: 26 Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also.  
 

There’s our marching orders. It’s not enough to claim that we are Christians unless we are 
somehow broken open and living into what it means to be Christ-followers! And that’s 
certainly not some onerous demand being placed on us in order to qualify us, so much as 
simply a description of what lives look like as a result of being broken open, in Christ.  
 

The evidence of us serving Christ is our lives that begin to look like Christ! Remember what 
Jesus said some years later (in Mt.11:4,5) when asked by John the Baptist’s disciples whether 
he actually was the Christ “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have good news brought to them. The evidence of us serving Christ is our lives that 
begin to look like Christ! 
 

I thank God for where I am given to see that evidence of Christ at work right here in our 
community. I thank God for all of you who so bless me by your faithfulness. I thank God for 
the evidence of the risen Christ at work all around us – often outside of our traditional church 
walls. Where do you mostly see Him? In nature perhaps? In your loved-one relationships? 
How about in the courageous justice of social or ecological activists determined to make this 
world a better place for everyone? 
 

I do however also grieve for where we are still missing out. My prayer as we follow the One 
crucified and risen, is that we may all continue to grow in our ability to be the living 
expressions of God’s justice, holiness, and perfectly sacrificial love that we are made to be. 
 

And then Jesus continues, 27 “Now my soul is troubled. What should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your 
name.” Jesus stressing how in all of what was to come by His death and resurrection, 
somehow, it is God who is actually choosing to be revealed!  Jesus is asking God to Glorify - 
show us – God’s Name. Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify 
it again.” But of course, who can understand that? Certainly not those people gathered there. 
29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.”  



 

And so Jesus explains: 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will 
be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people[a] to 
myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. That must leave us 
simultaneously blessed, and stretched, and full of wonder: How can it be that death could be 
a way toward glorious fruition? How could Jesus say that this violent end would be the 
whole purpose for why he had come? The point is that somehow—in ways that are probably 
always going to be beyond our ability fully to comprehend, explain, or define - somehow 
wrapped up in all this, on his cross and from his empty tomb Jesus was healing the gap… 
The gap between God and who God has made us to be. Also, Jesus was reconciling: …us to 
one another, to all creation, to ourselves, and so ultimately to God! 
 

Our hope/our faith is that whatever is still keeping us encased/trapped in what is purely 
temporary and obvious – will come to be broken open because of what is happening here - 
Jesus on the cross at Easter! I understand that the beautiful hymn “And Can It Be” was 
written immediately following Charles Wesley’s conversion to Christianity on May 21, 
1738. He had known scripture all his life but had never experienced affirmation of new birth 
or the wholeness of grace in his lifeii. 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick'ning ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed Thee. 

Amazing, Amazing love… 
 

I’m reminded of another great hymn, ‘The Wondrous Cross’ published some 30 years before 
Charles Wesley’s conversion, written by Isaac Watts in 1707. As we allow ourselves to gaze 
with soul-full wonder, may we be blessed to receive again at least some sense of what all this 
Easter miracle actually means for us, now.  
 

Amen. 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i I’m grateful to the writing of Will Willimon and am drawing freely from his commentary on this passage in this message. 
ii https://www.godtube.com/popular-hymns/and-can-it-be/ 


