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SUMMARY: PALM SUNDAY 
Mark 11:1-11 

 
It was my 9th or 10th grade High school teach, Mrs Dickerson, who introduced me to the 
concept of ‘dramatic irony’: you know, when the reader knows things that the characters in the 
narrative don’t. Well, this was certainly the case that morning in Jerusalem as Jesus made his 
entry down from Mt Olives on that donkey. SANNA SANANINA! HOSANNA!  
They believed that because he was so clearly presenting himself as the long-awaited Messiah in 
fulfilment of Old Testament prophecyi he was now going to fulfil all their long-awaited dreams. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Zechariah had said, Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Clearly, they believed their time had come! NOW! Roman 
oppression – GONE! Jesus was going to Make Israel Great Again! 
 

Their last great leader had been almost 200 years earlier with Judas Maccabeus and his four 
brothers – their name meaning ‘The Hammer’ – an allusion his ferocity in battle! After being 
ruled by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, then the Ptolemaic Egyptians, then the 
Seleucids of Syria who tried to reform traditional Judaism into some kind of Greek-hybrid by 
desecrating Jewish practices, the Maccabean revolt struck straight back and powerfully and 
miraculously restored the traditional religious identity of the people of Israelii. Was this Jesus 
going to be a powerful leader for them like that? Was this enigmatic miracle-worker from 
Nazareth now, at last, going to initiate their time of long-awaited Hebrew kingdom rule!  
 

That is what they believed. And so they treated his entry as they would any great warrior leader 
as they entered their city after some mighty conquest, waving palm branches, spreading out 
their cloaks – all as their equivalent of a ticker-tape parade to welcome 
THEIR MESSIAH! Little did they know that not only WAS this their long-awaited Messiah, but 
that the long-awaited kingdom he was indeed initiating was WAY different from the small and 
limited, very parochially political thing they expected, in fact, WAY beyond anything they 
could possibly have imagined! 
 

Instead of simply effecting their release from that local Roman oppression, Jesus was securing 
creation’s release from everything that stops us from knowing intimate union with – well, 
everything! Because of the whole event of Jesus Christ: his coming/ birth/ life/ teachings/ death 
and resurrection we now know with St Pauliii that there is nothing anymore that ever has the 
power to separate us and our awareness of our place within the all-empowering love of God. 
THAT IS THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL!    
 

But, of course, and here’s the dramatic irony of this reading, we know that now – but not them, 
then! And when they realised that Jesus wasn’t going to fulfil any of their limited, parochial 
political and religious agenda, their cries of ‘HOSANNA’ quickly changed to ‘CRUCIFY!’ 
 

HOW DID THEY GET IT SO WRONG?  HOW DO WE GET IT SO WRONG? 



I think that raises perhaps one of the most focussing questions of all scripture: when Jesus had 
earlier asked his disciples as they passed through the area of Caesarea: Who do you say I am? 
The disciples had been passing through Caesarea Philippiiv, north of Galilee, an area known for 
its history of firstly ancient Baal worship as well as, after the arrival of the Greeks and Seleucid 
Syrians, its recognition of foreign gods… Even today I’ve seen how there is still a monument to 
the Greek fertility god Pan, with the city Panias named after him. It was like a red-light district 
to any devout Jew, totally to be avoided. And so, we can imagine the disciples being kind of 
shocked as Jesus brought them there. 
 

Looking around at all the different representations of god-idols that people had self-generated, 
created, over the years, he asks his question: Who do people say I am? Who do you say I am? 
He could have asked the very same thing of that jubilant, cheering, palm waving Palm Sunday 
crowd: Why are you cheering? What are you so excited about? As your coming Messiah, Just 
what exactly are you expecting of me as you become my follower? Who do you say I am?  
 

Unlike those people, there is no dramatic irony here for us as we receive this Palm Sunday 
lesson, because we are both readers as well as participants within this story, and WE KNOW 
THE OUTCOME! That means that as we go about imposing whatever personal or self-serving 
agendas we may have on Jesus as our condition for following, we have no excuse for getting it 
as wrong as we so often do!  
 

Jesus makes his agenda, God’s agenda, for what his Messiahship effects and so for what it 
means for us as we follow, very clear! It’s about us letting our small ego-selves go with 
him in his death, and allowing our truest life-selves to arise with him in his resurrection! 
 

Where did we get it that Jesus is come just to be or just to do whatever we think we may want 
to make us happy! Our hopes and dreams are inevitably just so limited – far too small. 
Remember that Sunday School favourite ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’? Yes, we can take 
anything at all to God in prayer as we pray in Jesus’ name, but NEVER are we to expect that he 
is simply our servant – some magic Messiah-genie eagerly waiting for us to rub a prayer lamp 
in order to be activated towards doing our will! That, in a sense, is what those Palm Sunday 
folks believed! He is so infinitely much more! More than come in order to do our will, Jesus is 
come in order to complete us that we may be and do God’s will!  
 

And so on this Palm Sunday morning as we wave our palm branches, our prayer is that our 
Hosannas would be the result of our having glimpsed the truth of who Jesus REALLY is, and 
also of who he reveals us and all of creation to be as well! 
May it be so… 
Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i Prophecy as Zechariah 9:9 
ii https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maccabees  
iii Romans 8 



 
iv Matthew 16:13-20 


