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SUMMARY: JESUS & THE TEMPLE 
(John 2:13-22) 

 

We’re told in this passage that The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. John puts this story of Jesus causing havoc in the temple right at the beginning of 
his ministry. Matthew, Mark and Luke all tell it as well, but place it some 3 years later, just 
after Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday on his way into Holy Week and Easter. 
But for John it’s right here – at the very beginning! It’s as if John wants to make some 
significant things very clear - right at the outset. 
 

I love how the very first thing Jesus did was his miracle at that wedding in Cana where 
he changed water into wine and where, we’re told, he ‘revealed his glory’ and ‘they 
believed in him’. That miracle was all about Jesus demonstrating how his presence 
releases the very best of life. Wine is so often used in the Bible to symbolize lives 
wonderfully transformed towards the appreciation of goodness, abundance… I think, 
e.g., of Luke 5:39 where Jesus uses it as a metaphor to describe the new life that he 
represents. He was demonstrating what lives lived following him are actually all about. 
 

I mean, as opposed to what he encountered in the temple, where: …he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Having 
come to the temple all his life for Passover and other events he would have known all 
about this practice. 
 

And yet, John tells of how he intentionally brought his newly called disciples there to 
demonstrate a pretty foundational teaching about what following him means: Making a 
whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He 
also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told 
those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” We may be tempted to think of Jesus as losing it at this 
point, but I don’t think so. He seems quite deliberate in what he did – taking the time 
first to make a whip of cords before returning to disrupt their worlds. 
 

I think that He was being quite intentional here, choosing to use this as a teaching 
opportunity. But why? What was so wrong with them or about what they were doing? 
What was the lesson for them – for us? 
 

Perhaps two things: We know those merchants and money changers were serving a 
necessary religious function. All sorts of unblemished animals were required for temple 
sacrifices according to Jewish law – and so those traders were providing them, for sale.  
How else would travelers to the Passover be assured of making a proper sacrifice?  
And neither could those animals be purchased with the common, ‘unclean’ Roman 
currency. They would have needed firstly to exchange their common everyday currency 
for the ritually pure temple coinage. 
 

Jesus would have known all that. So why his reaction? The word John puts in Jesus’ 
mouth to describe a ‘marketplace’ or ‘trading place’i replaces the word that all three 
synoptic Gospel writers - Matthew, Mark and Luke - use in their description of them in 
this event as being ‘a den of robbers’. 



 
The first problem probably had to so with their exorbitant mark-ups & profits. They had 
turned sacred temple ritual into a thriving business. Instead of simply facilitating 
worship those merchants had developed this elaborate & unjust industry of personal 
gain. And then the second, and most egregious problem, was that it is was happening 
within the temple itself – creating the illusion – fooling themselves that fleecing others 
could somehow be acceptable as an act of piety… 
 

Some see this as representing what we all so easily do best: embracing activities that 
serve ourselves at the expense of others! THAT IS NEVER GOD’S WAY! And that is 
certainly NOT what following Jesus is EVER about! And so, this isn’t Jesus out of 
control. This is Jesus making a very particular point regarding our most faithful witness! 

 

When challenged regarding his authority for doing this Jesus spoke about his coming 
passion and resurrection, but they still could not understand. 18 The Jews then said to 
him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” As John 
explains: 21 …he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

John is letting us in on The Messianic Secret: Jesus’s body is the new “temple,” the new 
place of worship, our new connection between God and humanity. Destroy that “temple” on 
a cross and God will restore it in three days at the resurrection. Later, Paulii highlights the 
temple in which Jesus is NOW most interested – the one that because of him is now 
absolutely holier than any constructed place. That is what Jesus later says arises with him: 
‘for your body the temple of the Holy Spirit…’ WE are that body! Even with all our 
challenges and foibles. We must get that: we are the living temple of Jesus’ resurrection 
self. Could it be said any plainer than where Pauliii spells it out, that: “You are the Body of 
Christ and each one…a part of it!” ACTUALLY! 
 

And so fellow Christ-followers, there is no room within these temples of ours for personal, 
self-serving stuff. And we need to know that every time Christ encounters it in us as 
individuals or as a community, his will is to drive it out! As a result, all of who and what we 
are and do is all entirely to be the God-honoring worship that we were created to be: I’m 
speaking about worship that looks like the caring, reconciling, just, compassionate loving 
stuff of who and what God is! 
 

THAT is how God’s temple is built! It’s as we begin to get that, that we begin to get how 
Christ’s wine-miracle happens from the water of lives and how it gets to flow in and out, for 
others through us…  May it be so. Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i Oikon tou eµporiou in John compared to Matthew, Mark, Luke ‘spelaion lestown’ 
ii 1 Corinthians6:19 
iii 1 Corinthians 12:27 


