
JESUS LAUNCHES HIS (and our) MINISTRY 
(Lk.4:14-21) 

 
In addition to continuing to stream our worship online, we were hoping to be able to meet in-

person once again from this week, but, because of the current Omicron surge in the Covid 
pandemic, and following recommendations from our denomination’s Pacific Mountain Region, 
we have felt it wiser to continue as we are – worshipping online only - until March 6, the first 
week of Lent. Hopefully, by then, things will have settled enough for us to be able to gather in-

person once again through Lent and Easter... 
That is our hope and our prayer, please Dear God… 

 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone. Remember what we said two weeks ago about the work of the Spirit 
which we said was all about creating this ‘rising awareness of God’s sacred presence. We spoke 
about how there seems there are at least these two levels of knowing the reality of holiness in 
our lives: intellectually and experientially. It’s the difference between an 
explanatory/explanation-based faith, and an experiential/ experience-based faith. It’s what I 
think I know, versus what I know I know about God/ ourselves/ others/ everything. A deepest 
possible knowing 
 

And so, for Jesus (or any of us) to be filled with God’s Holy Spirit is, kata Lk.24, to ‘receive 
power from on high?’ It’s about him and our being empowered to own the clearest possible 
sense of our identity and purpose, and that’s both as an individual as well as after Pentecost, a 
community - our personal and communal identity & purpose. 
 

We do need to be given that awareness because we all so easily somehow just forget who we 
are and why we are here! But, boy, when we are empowered by God’s Spirit to know… 
Remember Bishop Bill Burnett’s description of how ‘I experienced electric shocks of love’ as 
he found himself flat on the floor and hearing: ‘You are my son.’ We spoke of John Wesley 
describing in his diary of his experience of HS empowerment: how his heart came to be 
‘strangely warmed’, and of how Thomas Merton was empowered with that knowledge on that 
Louisville street corner as he was given to embrace the realization that he has: ‘the immense 
joy of being (hu)man, a member of a race in which God became incarnate. And if only 
everybody could realize this.’i  
 

But we also spoke of how most people just don’t know that! Here, here in this text from Lk.4, 
we’re specifically being told that Jesus did! We can hear it again, how: 
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised 
by everyone. 
 

And why Galilee? This Northern part of Palestine, about 80 miles N-S and 40 E-W. Hugely 
fertile, with good soil and water, and heavily populated with over 200 villages and some 3m 
people. That it was surrounded by non-Jewish nations leads some to suggest that’s why they 
were so open for new ideas.  



Kind of like West Coast people: the least conservative, most progressive part of Israel… But, as 
a result, looked down upon by the ultra orthodox of Jerusalem. It was also Jesus’ home, and 
where he chose to begin his ministry. 
 

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. I understand that Nazareth was a village with a population of somewhere between 
400 and 2000 people. While there is some debate about that, all agree that the synagogue was 
central to its religious life. There was only ever one temple, in Jerusalem, which was primarily 
for the celebration of feasts and sacred rituals, but there were many synagogues, over 50 in 
Galilee. The law said that wherever there are at least 10 adults there could be one, where Jewish 
people gathered for worship, reading of scripture & teaching… 
 

There was apparently the custom of honouring a guest by giving them the scroll to read and to 
lead the ensuing discussion. That was what Jesus was given to do that day. We’re told that: 
 

He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Notice how later, when John the Baptist was in 
prison just before his horrible execution at the hands of King Herod, as he apparently began to 
doubt Jesus’ identity, so sent his disciples to confirm that he was the Messiah. Jesus never 
answered them directly, choosing instead to draw from this prophetic formula that he had 
previously used here in Nazarethii: The Messianic Mission statement! Jesus was clearly using 
this text to launch his ministry and placing it in the context of fulfilling OT prophecy… 
 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” The point is that Jesus began his ministry by acknowledging himself 
as the chosen of God – the Messiah/Christos! And then, as the Messiah, he outlines his mission: 
his ministry agenda, which as we saw is always actually: …to bring good news to the poor, 
proclaim release to captives & recovery of sight to blind, release the oppressed, even as he 
proclaims this as the year – now - of the Lord’s favour! 
 

As the followers of Jesus Christ, we are all called to embrace Jesus’ agenda as our agenda.  
If that isn’t primarily what ‘all of this’ is actually all about, we are missing the mark! 
We know that because we know we are given Jesus and his life and teachings as the exemplar/ 
the model/ the template-ideal on which and by which we have our entire life-identities and 
living-purposes formed. By declaring his mission Jesus is giving us our commissioning!!! 
What Jesus sets as his tasks and priorities are for us to own and emulate as OUR tasks and 
priorities. And so , we come back to this - our primary calling - which is to be the do’ers, the 
executors, of Christ’s mission, the bearers of his good news to each of those specified 
circumstances: the poor, the captive, the blind, the oppressed! 
 

What does that mean? What exactly is the ‘Good News’ that he (and we) are to be bringing to 
them? …and who exactly are the ‘poor’ that he is referring to? …and the ‘captive’, the ‘blind’, 
the ‘oppressed’? 
 



Of course, we can and must own our responsibility to address each of these in a very literal 
sense: The ‘poor’ as the actual, physically poor, physically captive, blind, oppressed… 
But surely, it’s also in a less literal but equally valid and true sense – an emotional 
psychological and spiritual sense: …remember the Sermon on the Mount of Beatitudes: 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit…’ Could that also be blessed are the captive in spirit, the blind 
& oppressed in spirit? There is very real room for us to go there: to explore the tension between 
the physical and metaphorical application of what Jesus is saying 
 

But that’s challenging as it jolts us out of our comfort zones to notice and to do! Challenging 
and brave! I say that because not all captives actually ever want to be released and not all blind 
want actually to see! We all know the saying that there are ‘none so blind as those who WILL 
NOT see! None so poor, captive, oppressed…? 
 

There is a such a thing as becoming habitualized, like those inhabitants of HG Wells’ ‘Country 
of the Blind’ who were so profoundly habitualized to their blindness that they wanted to get rid 
of the sightedness of the one seeing one in their midst… Remember Morgan Freeman as ‘Red’ 
in Shawshank Redemption speaking about the prison walls, that you first hate but then come to 
need them… 
 

It’s so very tragic that we can AND DO become so used to the routines of whatever 
compromised circumstance we are in that we no longer even desire to be freed - and so will not 
thank you as we are offered the opportunity to own it. I think of that paralysed man in Jn.5 who 
Jesus first had to ask if he wanted to be well before being healed: before leaving the familiarity 
of his mat to take up his bed and walk! To what extent had he allowed the familiar comfort of 
his mat to become walls that imprisoned him right there where he lay? 
  

Do we do that? To what extent are WE SO habitualized to our compromised circumstances that 
we want nothing more? It’s no surprise then that in the next verses we’re told of the crowd’s 
hostile reaction to him! How very desperately oppressive to suspect that most of us probably 
prefer to stick with what’s familiar however captive or blinded our attitudes and postures may 
be. How very far living like that is from all of the identity and purpose God intends for us to 
know! (…we’ll speak some more about that next week "#$% as our reading continues) 
 

But for today, as the followers of Jesus Christ, those of us who are consciously choosing, or 
trying to be consciously choosing to walk his way, let’s embrace this time now here again today 
as our beautifully Spirit-empowered commissioning… Because, just as Jesus came to Galilee 
filled with the power of God’s Spirit in order to bring ‘Good News’, so can we own our place 
as the continuation of what God, in Jesus Christ has began. May we know that, in whatever 
‘Galilee-circumstances’ we may find ourselves, and may that result in our being better 
empowered to be the bearers of ‘Good News’ right wherever we are, and whatever that may 
be… In Jesus name, Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i Richard Rohr insists that’s his only real definition of a Christian: one who is Spirit-empowered enough to see the holiness 
of God in Christ everywhere, even within themselves. (Paraphrased) It’s who we are.  
ii Look it up in Mt.11: “…Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 


