
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: JANUARY 30, 2022 

SUMMARY: JESUS REJECTED! 
(Luke 4:22-30) 

 

Today’s text is a continuation from last week. Remember, we joined Jesus in the synagogue in 
his hometown of Nazareth where, after reading scripture, reading from Isaiah 61, he announced 
the whole point of his ministry which was that he had been anointed by God’s Spirit, appointed: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor…  He ended off by saying that it was done: 21 “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” And then he sat down. Today’s reading is about what happened next.  
 

At first the people loved him. This was their boy! They would no-doubt have remembered all 
about how, as a 12-year-old, he had amazed everyone back in the Jerusalem temple when we’re 
told that all the Teachers were just staggered by the profundity of his answers and understanding.  
And so now, some 20 years later, and back again here in Nazareth, we can imagine those 
synagogue elders all patting themselves on their back with pride at how well their local homeboy 
was doing: ‘Well done Jesus! Good for you!’ 
 

But Jesus apparently was unimpressed. Instead of taking even a small moment to bask in their 
praise, we’re told that he just went straight ahead to burst their bubble. Was it because, maybe, 
he could see straight through their parochial self-interest? Was it because he could see how they 
believed that just as he had done good things elsewhere, so now, he was going to be doing 
EXTRA-SPECIAL good things for them as his fellow Nazarenes? 
 

Well, he wasn’t going to enable that kind of misguided thinking. Instead, he chose to challenge 
them by going after their agenda. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to 
me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have 
heard that you did in Capernaum.’” Jesus understood their motives for wanting to celebrate 
him: ‘…whatever signs and wonders I did there: curing the centurion's servant, healing Peter's 
mother-in-law, curing the woman of her bloody issue, raising Jairus's daughter from the 
dead, you all expect me to do here, for you!’ 
 

And that really was their expectation – kind of understandable - but they needed to know they 
were wrong! Jesus’ ministry was, and is, always so very much wider than anything that could be 
good for just one little insider group!  
 
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you 
that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years 
and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a 
widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy[a] in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” That’s when the 
people turned hostile. You mean that you, Jesus, aren’t going to be or do for us what WE want 
you to be, or do for us? We’re not going to have a special ‘in’ with you? No hometown 
advantage over others? It was as they realised that this Jesus wasn’t going to be at their beck and 
call that they reacted! 
 

In verse 28: 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, to throw him off the cliff.  



Luke tells us that they were seriously furious at him, using the word: θυµοῦ to describe a hot, 
outburst of passionate anger. From their initial response of proud praising they so quickly flipped 
and wanted to kill him!i We are typically willing to give Christ all praise and honour while we 
believe that we are in control of his agenda, that all of this religious stuff is mainly good for just 
us, but when it seems that the wonders of Christ’s holiness may actually be about more than just 
satisfying our own, egoic self-interest, we get upset. Disillusioned! And what we have always 
understood to be our faith, erodes! The point is that Jesus Christ is, was, and will never be about 
just pleasing us and the fulfilling of our personal agendas because our agendas are invariably just 
too small. Short-sighted. Parochial. Too self-serving… 
 

What we try to hoard, we lose. What we receive & share/give away, we have forever… 
Remember the old Sunday School illustration of a bucket versus channel faith? A bucket 
receives in order to be filled and then, if left alone and to just itself, those contents quite quickly 
became stale and eventually unusable. A channel receives only ever to flow as a conduit.  
It is only ever filled as it is emptying - with its contents remaining fresh and wholesome. As 
Christ recognizing Christ-followers, we are called not to be as those self-obsessed Nazarenes: 
self-filling buckets but, instead, we are called to be as constantly in-coming and out-flowing 
channels/ conduits of Christ’s grace. 
 

For as long as we try keeping all the wonderful benefits of Christ for just ourselves, in 
reality, no better than that Nazarene crowd on the cliff face, we are trying to kill him. 
 
30 But (then, thank God, we’re told in vs 30 of how) he walked right through the crowd and 
went on his way. God’s plans aren’t stopped by even the worst of our selfish demands, our 
worst attempts at selfishly getting in the way! It truly is like we can’t help ourselves; we so 
easily get in the way of God’s grace but, thank God that Christ among us is so much more than 
that gluttonous, self-preservation instinct. Thank God that our worst instincts don’t ultimately 
work. Thank God that what we are told always does work, is how Christ is still always able to 
walk on through and amongst us despite our failures and remains committed to being on his 
way! 
 

All of this makes me, firstly, very aware of my own often hugely selfish reasons for wanting 
Christ to be active in my life. But that’s not the main thing I’m left with, because, secondly and 
most importantly, it’s also leaving me with a renewed sense of hope! Hope. It reminds me of 
how Christ’s presence is never limited just to my very small and self-serving agendas. 

 

Thank God that through texts like this YOU assure us that despite our worst selfishness, this 
Jesus Christ still continues to walk through us on his way. Thank you that as he walks, he is 
still using each one of us to be about God’s business. Thank you that for as long as Christ 

does that, there is still hope for me, all of us, and even our planet! What a joy as we may come 
actually to realise that, and so we recommit ourselves to being more consciously part of that 

beautiful work on earth as it is in heaven… 
Amen. 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i Kind of like that Jerusalem crowd who were so ecstatic with their hallelujahs when Jesus entered their city on a 
donkey on Palm Sunday only to within days be the very ones screaming for him to be crucified on Good Friday! 



 
 


