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SUMMARY: LIVING INTO CHRIST’S MOST REAL REALITY 
(Luke 6: 27-38) 

 

We spoke last week about how Psalm 1 celebrates those who live their lives ‘delighting’ in God’s 
Law, which we then further defined as those living within this delighted awareness of God’s 
sacred presence within ourselves …and everyone …and everything. They, the psalmist writes, 
‘are like trees planted near streams of water’ without any withering of their leaves and richly 
fecund/fertile with fruit. It also describes another way of living: a way that does not ‘delight’ in 
this sacred awareness, a way which it says is the way of death. 
 

This week’s reading is from the Gospel of Luke and continues with some very practical 
consequences of that same theme. It describes something of what our living with that sacred 
awareness looks like. I am grateful to be able to use UMC Bishop Will Willemon’s excellent 
reflection on this passage and am drawing freely from that in our message todayi. 
 

This text assumes that there are these two quite different realities, but then makes it very 
clear how, only one of those realities is actual real. The other is an illusion – something that 
we create by years of reacting to our contexts, and usually according to the capricious 
demands of our egos. Instead, this is how WW puts it: Jesus invites us to participate in 
God’s world, the world as God has created the world to be and intends for the world to 
become. Through Jesus’s words and work we are being invited to enter this most real reality, 
this world that is all… God’s. The worldview that we so often privilege as “real” is seen, in 
the light of the Christ, as being fake, as passing away, as temporary, and under God’s 
judgment. These two worldviews - remember, our worldview is not something we can see so 
much as the lens by which/through which we get to see. 
 

The point is that Jesus’ teachings aren’t so much about some impossible ideal as about 
describing God’s only true way for us in the world, and in this text we find Jesus teaching 
something of  what our living in this God-created reality actually looks like.  
 

Luke describes Jesus as choosing specific examples of what our making God-worldview 
responses in everyday living situations looks like, especially in terms of our often difficult 
relationships with one another: love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 
return.  But, hugely important, please notice how there is absolutely no guilt-trip here, not 
even an implied one! These examples are not given as some impossible ideal to beat 
ourselves with so much as simply the implications of our living out who God is and the way 
that God created us and all the world to be. This is what our living as God created us to live 
looks like. It’s part of what demonstrates our living in ways congruent with God’s created 
order of reality. 
 

In the whole event of Christ - his birth, life teachings, dying & rising - we know that God has 
acted in a certain kenotic poured-out love way toward us, and that is what frees us to live in 
that self-same way in the world.  This often competitive, unforgiving, quickly condemning 
world that we all jostle and bounce around in, are so often beaten up by, is not the most real! 
It’s certainly not the world that God created, nor is it what God continues to create. 
 
 



Thank God that we are NOT made to be the hurting, guilty, nervous, fearful, lonely, 
defensive, grudge-bearing, perpetrators and/or victims that our life-contexts so easily make 
of us and that we are so often willing to be defined as … 
 

It’s such a liberation to own how God has created us to be better than that! However naïve 
or even insane we may at times appear to be to a hard and damning world, we know from 
texts like this that we are created – all of us – instead to be loving, forgiving, generous 
givers and forgivers who reflect God’s character. That’s how we are wired and it’s how we 
come alive. The most that God wants is for us is, then, simply to begin acting ‘naturally!’ 
It’s for us to live into being who we really are. And it’s when we do, that we get to glimpse 
God in and through one another!ii 
 

I agree with Willimon that about the very worst criticism of any sermon, or, in fact, any faith 
goes something like, “Well, …that may be all well and good, but it just doesn’t relate to my 
world.” Well, of course it doesn’t! It mustn’t! Of course, our faith in Christ ought to be 
comprehensible, relatable, and relevant but never to ‘my world’ as I have contrived it to be, 
my world as it presently is, but to the Gospel. 
 

Our faithful living is first of all about living the good news of who God is and what God is up 
to in the world. And God is doing much more than simply confirming whatever I’ve 
constructed to be “my world.” And why? Because God is not content with “my world.” God 
wants to take “my world” and turn it on its head! Break it open! In order to release me and 
you and us all into a deeper awareness God’s world. 
 

Will Willemon again: In dismissing Christ-centered certain ideas and concepts as 
“irrelevant,” or “impractical,” or “far-fetched,” we are unconsciously attempting to protect 
and defend just ‘our world as we choose to see it’ rather than even begin to entertain the 
possibility that God may have created us for something more than the narrow, paltry, 
passing illusion with which we are so content and so intent on defending against the 
possibility of more. 
 
You mean, there is More? And it’s Better? Holier? Really? Out there? In Here? 
Oh yes! Why wouldn’t we want to do everything in our power to go there? What stops us?iii  
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/11091/february-20-2022-the-real-world  
ii Remember that beautiful Twinkies Ad from 2017, showing the very generous little boy and the homeless woman in the street? 
His mom smiles as she watches him pack a bag of goodies and set out to ‘find God…’ He and the homeless woman get to see 
God in one another. 
iii I love that Marianne Williamsoniii observation which speaks so deeply to all of us: Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light not our darkness that most frightens us. We 
ask ourselves, who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. 
Your playing small does not serve the world. There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure 
around you. We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us. …not just in some of us; …in everyone. And as we 
let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, 
Our presence automatically liberates others. 
 

 


