
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: FEBRUARY 27, 2022 

SUMMARY: TRANSFIGURATION 
(Luke 9:28-36) 

 

We are looking forward to being able to worship in person from next week, of course observing 
all necessary Covid safety protocols, including the requirement for full vaccinations and 

masking - we do want to be as safe as possible. We will continue to live-stream online worship 
as well because we do so appreciate you meeting with us whether in-person or online. 

 

Today’s reading comes to us from Luke 9:28-36 and tells of the transfiguration of Jesus to his 
disciples Peter, James, and John. Each of the New Testament Gospel writers tell of this, 
arranged in our modern lectionaries as Matthew (year A), Mark (year B), and Luke (year C). 
They agree this event marks a watershed moment in Jesus’ ministry, what some call the ‘end of 
the beginning and the beginning of the end’i. It marked the end of the first part of Jesus’ public 
ministry and the beginning of his journey toward Jerusalem and his awaiting suffering, death 
and resurrection.  
 

This must have been spectacular, up there on that Mountain traditionally understood as Mt 
Tabor!ii We’re told that ‘The appearance of Jesus’ face changed and his clothes became 
dazzling white, …and of Elijah and Moses…’ Some say we should understand Elijah and 
Moses’ appearance with Jesus as the sign of God’s endorsing Jesus’ ministry as the fulfilment 
of both the ancient Law and all prophecies, and the dazzling brightness of Jesus’ face and 
clothing which reminds us of how Moses’ face shone after his encounter with God on the top of 
Mount Sinai. This seems to be a device scriptures use to describe our having encountered the 
presence of God – the deepest possible numinousiii?  
 

We know that God , in the risen Christ, is ubiquitously everywhere - in everyone and 
everything. Virtually all faith traditions embrace some form of this, speaking of our 
‘enlightenment’, our awareness of God’s manifestation or self-revelation, or incarnation. In our 
Christian tradition it’s what we celebrate as Christ’s resurrection. 
 

But we confess how we allow the ubiquitousness of that self-same Christ to be hidden under 
layer upon layer of whatever our bashing-together-egos generates – obfuscating our awareness 
of Christ’s always-with-us sacred presence. But then, occasionally, it’s as if the eyes of our 
hearts are opened and we are given to see! We spoke previously about how for Jacob it was as 
he awoke from sleeping on that rock pillow in a place he came to call Bethel. Having dreamt of 
a ladder between an opened heaven and earth with angels freely ascending and descending, he 
got it: THIS IS ALL GOD’S PLACE! I bet his face was just radiant with that insight! 
 

For Peter, James and John, and probably also for Jesus, it was given just as he was to set his 
face to Jerusalem and to all of what was awaiting him there…  It’s as if God was choosing to 
allow a revealing of the Christ presence that was always right there within him to break through 
into his and the disciples’ awareness – so they could all get to see what was actually always 
right there (and is still actually always right here) before having to face all of what was going 
to be coming at them. 
 



It may seem to us, as Christ followers, at times, that we are missing the point. I’m thinking 
about when so much of what we see in our worlds as we look around threatens to challenge or 
undermine our faith! Do you know that as Linda and I were driving towards Kelowna this last 
week, passing the so-called ‘freedom protesters’ in their almost 10km long car and truck 
convoy, we passed one vehicle flying two huge Canadian flags, but with the words ‘Patriot’ 
‘Rebel’ ‘’Racist’ and ‘Nazi’ proudly written in the dirt on his back windshield! Seriously, right 
here in our Canada? The Okanagan? Where is the ubiquitous Christ in all of that…? 
 

Or with all of the horror of what is currently happening in the Ukraine? Can we even begin to 
imagine the fear of so many Ukrainian civilians as the machinery of war blasts louder and 
bloodier, and deadlier every day? Where is the ubiquitous Christ in all of that…? 
 

There are just so many situations where we can’t see Christ’s reality because of overwhelming 
life-circumstances that seem hell-bent on blocking it out. Thank God for ‘Transfiguration’ 
moments like this one, glimpses we are given that, despite whatever is going on, do blow open 
our awareness to expose what is almost most real, all the timeiv. 
 

Perhaps, when we are NOT able to see this, aren’t able to be defined by this, it’s got less to do 
with it not being there, and everything to do with how blocked we allow our vision to become. 
Instead, dear God, our prayer is that as we are moved to respond to all of whatever is going on 
in our worlds here where we are as well as wherever our focus is most needed, may we be 
given what we need always to begin by responding to the reality of YOU and so to our 
appreciation of what is always most very true! 
 

Oh, may that be true for us, that we may get better to see and to know… But, and here is our 
particular prayer for today, may that be especially true for others as they look at us as a so-
called people of faith, both as individuals as well as a community… 
 

May it be so, in Jesus’ name,  
Amen  

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are all so burdened with deep deep concern about the atrocity of what is currently 
happening to all the people of the Ukraine: I am grateful to our Moderator, Rt Rev Dr Richard 
Bott who posted recently of how, when he ‘was a student in Ottawa, he had a neighbour who 
had moved to Canada from Ukraine after World War II. She taught him a prayer to the Holy 
Spirit, in Ukranian. In some of his more difficult times in ministry, Richard writes, I would find 
myself hearing the prayer in my thoughts, in her voice and cadence. It seems appropriate to 
share it, todayv. As I remember her telling me, an English understanding might be: 

King of Heaven, Comforter, Soul of Truth, 
who is everywhere and fills everything; 

treasure of goodness and life itself; 
come and live in us, cleanse us from all sin, and save our souls. 

We have seen the one light, we have received the Spirit of heaven, we have found the faith, 
we worship the undividable Trinity, for it has saved us. 

He goes on:  
As this prayer rings in my mind, the words I find myself saying are: 

God - Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit - Trinity Divine, hear the words of my soul. 
Peace. Peace! Peace in Ukraine. 

Peace in Russia. 
Peace in the hearts of all who manoeuvre for war. 

Peace for the children. 
Peace for those of many years. 

Peace, my God, peace, peace, peace for the world, I pray. 
Help us to pull back from the games, greeds, and fears, that lead us to brinkmanship - 

to, at best, a place of chaos;or, so much worse, to war's atrocities. 
Peace, I pray. 

Peace for all your children, the world around. 
Amen and amen. 

 
 

 
i Dr John Bergsma, Biblical Theology and Mission effectiveness, St Paul’s Center Biblical Theology. 
ii There’s a beautiful chapel up there to this day. No cars are allowed, we have to leave our buses at the base, and they ferry groups 
of Pilgrims up in small vehicles in order to maintain something of the quiet sanctity of the site. 
iii Numinous is a term derived from the Latin numen, meaning "arousing spiritual or religious emotion; mysterious or awe-inspiring." 
The term was given its present sense by the German theologian and philosopher Rudolf Otto in his influential 1917 German book 
The Idea of the Holy. Wikipedia 
iv Remember my previous references to Carryl Houselander’s wonderful experience on that London tube train? Or as 
Thomas Merton described at the corner of Walnut and Fourth in Louisville? I think also of my friend`s experience as a very 
sad, recently divorced husband and dad, driving heartbroken past a shopping complex, when suddenly he was just 
overwhelmed by a sense of sacred holiness in everything and everyone… 
v Richard`s explains: This is the closest I could find online to what I remember of the prayer. Thank you to the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church of the Dormition of the Mother of God for posting it. 

 


