
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: MARCH 13, 2022 

SUMMARY: REMEMBERING… AS A COVENANTED PEOPLE 
(Genesis 15:1-12, 17,18) 

 

Last week marked the first Sunday of Lent. Lent comes from an Old English word ‘Laencte’, 
meaning ‘lengthen’, which refers simply to how the days are now getting longer as we move out 
from winter. Lent marks Jesus’ 40 day walk towards Easter and his awaiting death and 
resurrection. We know it’s a time faithful people down the centuries have used to be reminded of 
our own mortality as well as various aspects of what following Christ means in our lives. We’re 
marking each Lenten Sunday this year with a reading that picks up on specific themes for us to 
embrace along Christ’s way, and along our way as we make this journey with him. 
 

Last Sunday we looked at the temptation of Jesus in the desert, and at how he was assisted by 
angels who cared for him there – presumably to help him address those various temptations that 
came to him in his worst vulnerability. This year, we are inviting you & any who would join in 
using a finger labyrinth to mark that journey in our livesi.  
 

We began last week by looking at how his walking was with assistance - with the help of angels 
– and we recognized how we also walk with angels, even as we get to be the angels others need 
as they walk their faith. Today we’re owning how we walk in remembrance, remembering our 
covenanted identity. Our hope is that we are able to own again something of WHO we actually 
are/WHOSE we actually are, and so, also WHY we actually are here… Next week it will be 
about our walking in the necessary spaciousness that we all need to grow, followed by our 
walking with familiarity as we sense how this walk is all leading us back to where we belong, 
home, to where we have been made to be, walking as an anointed people, and all the time also 
with the reality of our own easy fickleness and failure…as we identify with those same pp who 
so enthusiastically yelled their hosannas on Palm Sunday, only to demand just days later that he 
be crucified! Each of these, of course, layering onto and into each other… 
 

But getting back to this week, and our text from Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-21. This Covenant of 
Abram who became Abraham. We’re not terribly sure of what all that all that mysterious 
imagery of the smoking fire pot and flaming torch passing between two sacrificial carcasses 
means, though some do some see a reference to what Moses later didii concerning the ‘Blood of 
the Covenant’. …and maybe just that right here is the point: that right here God was once again 
making God’s covenant with us. 
 

We know from Gen 9 that, after the great flood, God, through Noah, had made an initial 
covenant with all creation: the rainbow given as a visible and obvious sign of God’s absolute 
commitment to the survival of all life on earth as God intends it to be. Well, in today’s passage, 
it’s that same covenantal commitment which is being affirmed, specifically with Abraham, but 
also through Abraham with all his yet-to-be descendants - as many as the stars - meaning with 
everyone, as St Paul was later to writeiii where Paul stressed to the Galatians how Abraham’s 
descendants are not just limited to Jews but include Gentiles and ALL who are given somehow 
to be Christ followers quite regardless of their cultural or religious backgrounds…  
 

That’s us! That’s all of us! That is who we are… we are all included as part of God’s covenanted 
people! 



Biblically, a Covenant is not a 2-way street. It’s not a contract with equal obligation from both 
sides. It is something that is initiated entirely by God. It’s God’s sacred promise of presence and 
purpose which is simply & freely conferred, given, sealed, …and all it requires from us to be 
realized, is to be received. …to be owned. And to be lived. 
 

As we grow in our faith, we slowly awake to this awareness of having God as this awesome 
benefactor who in Christ is both everywhere and constantly giving us so much - whether we like 
it or not! This is a rising awareness of a God whose nature is just to give, and give, and give… 
God’s will is to be constantly pouring GodSelf into and out from our lives - simply requiring our 
awakened awareness, and our engagement, in order for all that poured-out life-abundance to 
impact our world.   
 

As we continue our Lenten walk, we are to remember the Covenant established all those years 
ago, simply requiring our receptivity and engagement for it to be made manifest… We are not 
just a random group of individuals here in Vernon, or wherever we are, floundering our way 
through life hoping for some sense of meaning. We are an intentionally covenanted people!iv A 
people of privilege being welcomed back to embrace our God-given privilege and purpose!  
 

And the whole point of it all? 
 

I remember once being asked if I knew what the main purpose and point of an apple tree is? You 
know? Well, it’s not to produce apples, it’s to produce more apple trees. Ask any tree in any 
orchard, and they’ll explain that they only produce fruit in order to entice someone/something to 
eat them, so that they will distribute the seeds – that more trees may germinate into being and 
grow! That’s the reason why they exist! 
 

Maybe that, on this 2nd Sunday of Lent, is why we are to remember that we are God’s covenanted 
people. The point is not just to enjoy its fruit, but to produce that awareness in other covenanted 
people. It’s not so we can get to consume God’s Holy Spirit’s fruits of love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-controlv, just for ourselves, but that God may 
use those fruits active in us to help others wake up to their identities and purpose as also being 
Christ-filled and covenanted – that is the point! May that be our reality. 
 

As we walk this Lenten walk with you this year, dearest Jesus Christ, may we be most 
profoundly reminded of how everything is grounded in your commitment to us, this holy 

covenant that God makes with me and all creation even through me… 
It’s your love that we get to live out – in your name… 

THANK YOU 
Amen. 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i We have cloth and paper labyrinths in the Narthex and from the office for anyone who’d like one... 
ii Exodus 24:1-8 
iii Galatians 3:7-10 
iv We are a people called to an awareness of privilege, like that returning prodigaliv who was once again so eagerly given the privilege of 
wearing his father’s robes and ring…as he was welcomed home from the pig pens where he had blown all his inheritance… 
v Galatians 5:22,23 


