
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: MARCH 20TH, 2022 

SUMMARY: WALKING IN SPACIOUSNESSNESS 
(Luke 13:1-9) 

 

Last week was the second Sunday of Lent – Jesus’ walk towards Easter and his awaiting death 
and resurrection. As we go there, we join the faithful down the centuries who have used these 
40 days to be reminded of our own mortality and various aspects of what following Christ 
means. We’re marking each Sunday with readings that reflect themes for us to embrace along 
Christ’s way. Some of us are using a finger labyrinth to mark that, and we still have some of 
these cloth and paper labyrinths available for anyone who’d like one. 
 

We began our walk 2 weeks ago by looking at the temptation of Jesus in the desert, and at 
how he was assisted by angels who cared for him there – presumably to help him address 
those various temptations that came to him in his worst vulnerability. We thought about who 
those angels are in our lives as well as to whom we are called to be angels. Last week we 
owned how our walk is in bowing down remembrance of our covenanted identity. 
Our hope was that we are able to own again something of WHO we actually are/WHOSE we 
actually are, and so, also WHY we actually are here. And so, beginning with how Jesus’ 
walking was with assistance, then about remembering our place as a covenanted people. 
Today it’s about our walking in the necessary spaciousness that we all need to grow, followed 
next week by our walking with familiarity as we sense how this walk leads back to where we 
belong, home, to where we have been made to be. Then, we’ll embrace our walking as an 
anointed people before, finally, on Palm Sunday, it will be with the reality of our own easy 
fickleness and failure as we identify with those same pp who so enthusiastically yelled their 
hosannas on Sunday, only to demand just days later that Jesus be crucified! 
 

Today’s text is about our walking in spaciousness and begins by taking us to where we all so 
easily tend to go: theodicy, which is a technical theological term describingi our attempt at 
defending the goodness of God in the face of so much obvious evil and suffering in our world. 
 

I think that we have all tried to answer that question of why a good God seems to permit 
obvious evil to happen. In today’s text the disciples began by asking about Pilate’s recent 
cruelty in inflicting horrendous suffering among their fellow Galileans – we’re not told what 
specifically happened as ‘their blood mingled with their sacrifices’ but some suggest Pilate 
allowed his soldiers to attack and kill worshippers while they were making temple sacrifices, 
probably as reprisal for some or other act of political activism against the Roman occupation.  
The other example Jesus referred to involved the undocumented collapse of what we’re told 
was the ‘Tower of Siloam’ which people think was a defense tower near the pool of Siloam 
which had apparently collapsed and killed some 18 innocent people. If it is true that a good 
God only allows bad things to happen to bad people, then the question is what had all those 
innocent people done to deserve such suffering? 
 

We know that question! It’s something that constantly comes up in our lives. We want to 
know! We want to understand! …if only we could somehow make sense of why what 
currently is happening in the Ukraine is allowed to go on?  Doesn’t God care? Or what about 
disease? Why do so often really good people have to struggle with unbearable pain, loss? Or is 
it that God is not actually all the good that we like to believe/ or not all-powerful enough to 
stop it?ii  



That’s what they wanted to know as well. Those disciples would have known all about their 
Jewish tradition which rigidly connected human sin with personal suffering! Remember Job’s 
so-called ‘friend’ Eliphaz automatically wanted to know how Job had sinned to cause so much 
obvious suffering in his life?iii We now know that THAT is a cruel and heartrending doctrine, 
and just not true! 
 

And so Jesus rejects it with an emphatic NO! Instead, he redirects the conversation by 
speaking about the disciple’s need to ‘repent!’ …because unless they did so they would one 
day die in exactly the same headspace as those other innocents… His point being that instead 
of trying to get our heads around understanding God within all the workings of the world, they 
were to ‘repent’ - change their perspective/metanoia/change their mindset/ their thinking. 
They were to change the way they look at God and themselves and the world. Jesus’ call for 
their ‘repentance’ essentially meant a call for the reforming of their worldview! Who was 
it who said that as they aged and grew in wisdom it wasn’t so much about the answers they 
found as the better and more life-giving questions they were given to be asking…? 
 

Instead of seeing everything in just this stark two-dimension of right & wrong, good & bad, of 
God & not of God, it’s as if there is a whole other, better, infinitely more sacred and God-
drenched way of appreciating our reality - a way that is able somehow to incorporate all of it: 
good and bad. And then, if that wasn’t confusing enough, Jesus tells this hugely provocative 
parableiv of the unproductive fig tree! 
 

May I suggest the following interpretation: 
 

That fig tree represents us in our everyday living. Our living within all sorts of life 
circumstance, some good, some wonderful! Some bad, and some pretty awful. Tragic. Evil.  
Some deeply upsetting. 
The figs – the expected fruit from that tree – surely, they represent the goodness that the 
trees of our living is meant to produce/ INTENDED to produce. The figs are the fruits of our 
intended living. 
And that landowner? I believe that that landowner represents not ‘God’ so much as our 
potential for being the bearers of God’s love and character and purposes into the world… 
That ‘landowner’ is the standard we reach towards ina to fulfil our ultimate purpose, it 
representing us at our very very best. 
 

Ken Wilbur speaks about us coming to be at our best in terms of 3/4 phases, dimensions.  
He speaks of our …cleaning up, growing up, waking up and showing up! 
Our ‘showing up’ is our getting actually to live into these revealed realities… 
 

Our initial faith response to Christ’s prompting may be for us to want to ‘clean up’ our 
acts: to become better people, to do better things… In time we may find that we are 
beginning to ‘grow up’ as we begin to discover that there is so much more to God, and 
religion, church, than just who and what we always thought. We ‘grow up’ by discovering 
how Christ’s love is actually so much more present, more pervasively all-inclusive, more 
hope-filled than we could ever imagine. That prompts us eventually to ‘wake up’ to the 
reality of God’s holiness everywhere. That’s what a fertile, fig-producing, Christ 
follower’s life begins to look like. It’s about us, as a people who are cleaning up, growing 
up, waking up, actually showing up as we produce fruits that demonstrate our living into 
the wonder-full reality of Emmanuel, and all of what that means.  



That’s the landowner’s expectation of fruit from the trees of our lives. We are made to care 
about the dignity of all. We are made for life priorities that demonstrate a commitment to 
being conduits of God’s character: love, justice, compassion, healing, hope. 

 

…and the gardener? The Gardener is Jesus Christ who, by the Holy Spirit, God allows to do 
the Gospel’s sacred work in us, for us, loosening the hardened, tramped down impacted stuff 
suffocating our roots, giving us the space, the nurture, the nourishment we need, all in order to 
release us into living into all the faithful awareness of holiness that God intends! 
 

What this parable is NOT ever about is us needing to be the judge of what is of God and what 
is not! As we examine the fruitlessness of the worst of our own so-often small, ego-centric, 
self-obsessed lives, it’s texts like this that assure us of how we are always worth so very much 
more than ever needing to be written off/ cut down. THERE IS TIME! Even as that ‘gardener’ 
claimed the opportunity to go to work on that tree, so Christ is even now at work in all of our 
lives, that we may be the fruit bearers God intends.  
 

William Barclay describes this parable as being ‘lit by grace and packed with warning!’v 
 

The warning is that despite its position of privilege, because it produced nothing, it was not 
going to have its privileged position forever. We all know the saying that ‘if we don’t use it, 
we will lose it!’ Also, it’s a fact of nature that nothing that only ever just consumes & 
consumes & consumes without producing is ever going to be able to survive…  
The ‘lit with grace’ blessing is that we still have time/ space to bear fruit! In this text Jesus 
assures us that the Christ who is still ever within us is even now doing whatever we need to 
make us be the fruitful bearers of Christ-awareness that we have all been made to be! 
 

I think of all those scriptures that describe Christ at work in us: the pot being formed as clay is 
shaped on the potter’s wheel, the vine constantly being pruned under the pruner’s care the fig 
tree having its roots released and fed and watered ina grow and become fruitful. I am just so 
grateful for the spaciousness which Christ, our gardener, gives us to be able to respond as we 
need to own God’s grace… 
  

As we walk this Lenten walk with you his year, dearest Jesus Christ, may we be most 
profoundly reminded of these things: Thank you for what you are doing in our lives even 

now within the space that you give us to respond to your grace. May we own that grace for 
ourselves, and for others, and so be to your glory… 

THANK YOU… 
Rev Robin Jacobson 

 
i Concise dictionary of Theological & Related Terms, Ferdinand Deist, 1984: 2258 
ii I remember walking out of a pediatric ward having met with a family whose little child had cancer and needed to be 
baptized quickly because they feared she was not going to make it – really? 
iii Job 4:7 
iv Remember how in Matthew 13 Jesus warned us about parables – you know - after the disciples asked him: “Why do you speak to 
the people in parables?” 11 He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but 
not to them......“Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand.  
…And then he says – referring to their worldviews: 15 For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their 
ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise, they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their 
hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 
v Quoting William Barclay 


