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SUMMARY: EASTER SUNDAY 
 

Don’t you just love all the newness of life at Eastertime? It’s especially wonderful how we in 
the Northern Hemisphere get to celebrate Easter in spring when there is just so much new life 
bursting out everywhere.  
 
Just like Christmas where we don’t know the actual date of Jesus’ birth and so have chosen the 
darkest time of the year to celebrate the birth of Jesus as the light of God come into our world, 
so neither do we know the ACTUAL date of Jesus’ death and resurrection – other than 
associating it with the Jewish Passover Easter - scripture doesn’t tell us. But we do know this - 
that every spring we get to witness the coming back to life of plants and trees that have been 
dormant for winter, as well as the birth of all sorts of wonderful new life in the animal world. 
And so, it was only natural that THIS would be when the early Northern Hemisphere church 
chose to peg Easter. And so, with the multitudes of faithful down 1000s of years we’ve 
believed that Easter is when the risen Christ made it possible for us to rise up with Him in all 
our most essential new life glory!  
 
That’s what St Paul wrote in his letter to the Colossians: Since, then, you have been raised with 
Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God…For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in Godi. When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. So, as we celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ, so we can and so we should also celebrate the resurrection/restoration of ourselves – our 
Truest Selves, and so potentially, also others! Paul uses ‘You’ = plural! Which implies restored 
communities – healed relationships with others, and with all of God’s God-breathed Creation 
All Risen! Whole! Healed! Freed! How wonderful if only we could/would all come actually to 
believe and live into that reality! ‘If the Son sets you free you are free indeed’ ii 
 
Who is this ‘YOU’ that has been raised up - set free? And set ‘Free’ from what - and Free to be 

what exactly ? 
 
The point is that each one of us has our truest selves sewn deep within our spiritual DNA as our 
gift! It’s the gift of what makes the very best of me, me, and not somebody else. In Christ we’ve 
all been set free to become that part of ourselves which is UNIQUE - impossible to be 
replicated. If we do not own it, and then share it, the world misses out. 
 
That’s what St Paul described in his letter to the Ephesiansiii: Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 
blameless in his sight.  
 
It’s as if God says, “I made you, and I both love as well as really like the you I’ve made, and so 
you better do your very best to find and then to become yourself… Oh, and I’ll be there to help 
you.”  
 



It’s not something we have to do alone or get to be all at once. Our Easter resurrection selves is 
our dawning awareness of something quite wonderful that we have all been given to grow into. 
God created this in us from before we were borniv. 
 
We do so easily lose our awareness of it but the Good News of Easter is that Christ secures it 
again for us! He allows to die with him on Good Friday all that stops us from knowing who we 
are so that we may rise up to live life even as He has risen. Our Easter most Christian message 
today is all about our realising US, in Christ, as our personal gift from God. 
It’s about how our most essential point & purpose must be to come to discover and to delight in 
and to live into just that resurrection reality! 
 
Us becoming ourselves - as the treasure hidden in a field or the pearl of great pricev. Why would 
we stop? Why did we stop? Why did you not/ do you not become whom i made you to be? 
 
The MOST we can ever be or do, is to embrace and to become ourselves – LIVE INTO 
ourselves as God intends us to be! That’s always the most we can ever be, and we can do that 
better than anybody else. If we don’t do it, nobody will do it.  
 
But to do that, to get there, our outer external selves do need first to be prepared to stop being 
so important – needs to let go, that our inner true selves may emerge! 
 
And so, in Jesus Christ at Easter, we celebrate the Good Friday death of all that we are NOT, 
even as he allows that to die with him on Good Friday, and the Easter Sunday realisation of 
who the risen Christ has/and is still always making us to be.  
 
We celebrate these together because if we only focussed on the death, well, that would lead us 
to a place of negative pessimism and loss, even as only noticing resurrection would leave us in 
some place of equally unhelpful escapist positivity. But as we embrace both – all of this Easter 
wonder, allowing what must die to die, that what Christ is constantly straining to birth, may 
come! 
 
This is what God’s love is for us – and this is what God’s love does for us and for others 
through us! May we be given what we need to go there, so that THIS Easter, we may arise in 
ways that we can’t even begin to imagine… 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i Colossians 3:1-4 
ii John 8:36 
iii Ephesians 1:4 
iv Psalm 139 
v Matthew 13:44-46 
 


