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WALKING ANOINTED 
(John 12:1-8) 

 

It was the week before Palm Sunday. Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus, who 
had died and whose body was already decomposing in his tomb for 3 days before Jesus arrived 
to call him out – resurrected him/brought him back to life. Lazarus’ two sisters Mary and 
Martha had been so sad but who were now ecstatic! Deeply grateful. In today’s text we find 
them celebrating their brother’s being brought back to life by entertaining Jesus and the 
disciples at their home in Bethany. Martha was hard at doing what she did best, her love 
language was to be cooking and serving dinner, while Mary did what she did best – this 
beautiful act of anointing Jesus’ feet with all the extravagance that she musteri. 
 

Judas spoke out angrily against that extravagance because, John suggests, he was a cheat… I’m 
not sure that’s too fair because it must have seemed pretty over the top. This was a deeply 
significant event because, although only John specifically names Mary of Bethany, each other 
Gospel writer  includes this in some form or another. Clearly, something sacred and quite 
wonderful happened with that anointing, something utterly lavish, extravagant, and which both 
pleased Jesus, as well as annoyed some others. 
 

Which brings us to today’s Lenten theme. We are still walking our finger labyrinths.  
• We began by owning how, like Jesus, we walk with assistance. As angels accompanied him 

in the wilderness while he was being tempted, so we are given the angels we need to help us 
resist life’s temptations, even as we are given to be the angels others need in their life 
journeys.  

• Then we owned how our walking is in remembrance, remembering how we believe we are 
a people who don’t just randomly exist but who have been given specific identity and 
purpose as God’s covenanted people.  

• Then, thinking about that fig tree that wasn’t living out it’s purpose by producing figs, we 
encountered the gardener who pleads for that tree to be given the space it needs to become 
productive before being destroyed. We embrace how we too are given a certain 
spaciousness in our walking with Christ, space in which to respond to God’s ‘amazing 
grace’ which we believe is constantly at work in our lives.  

• Last week we were reminded by Alma Jean and Phillip of how we walk in familiarity - our 
walk of faith is profoundly familiar because, like the prodigal who came back to a loving 
and welcoming homecoming, there is a loving familiarity about our faith journeys as we 
come back home to where and what we all are!  

• Today, as the physical Body of Jesus Christ, as we do all these things, so we walk as an 
anointed people – owning our most essential identities revealed as sacred. 

 

It’s an essential truth of our faith that we believe Jesus Christ is actually, bodily, present among 
us – EMMANUEL - though we may spend our entire lives trying to come to terms with what 
exactly that means. The act of anointing is presented to us in scripture as the way God gives us 
to penetrate through all the outer crust-distractions of our everyday contexts to expose the 
sacred presence of what is always most real within us, and everyone, and everything. Anointing 
with oil moves us beyond just the superficiality of our contexts to ground us within a holy-
reality-awareness of what’s actually most real. Most of us, most of the time, don’t know what’s 
most real. When we are given to glimpse it, we all so quickly forget. Anointing is the physical 
device given to us to perform, or to receive, connecting us to our most real spiritual reality.  
 



It is intended to expose the truest and most God-given nature of what always is. It does so by 
engaging with whatever is most apparent in the immediate context, we can think of where there 
is illnessii, we have anointing for soothing comfort and healing, or in the face of death as on 
Easter Sunday morning where the women went to anoint Jesus’ dead bodyiii.  
 

Anointing honours and helps us to engage with what lies within what seems immediately most 
obvious. It is meant to sensitize us to a sacredness that is deeper, more real and eternal. We can 
think of Old Testament passagesiv where anointing was used to reveal various aspects of God’s 
particular purposes. My favouritev is always Jacob who came to anoint the rock where he had 
been sleeping, announcing his sudden and sacred appreciation of how everything, even this 
rock on which he had been sleeping, is God-filled and holy. 
 

However insignificant or impractical things may at times seem to be, anointing is always given 
to us as a physical device to re-establish our awareness of the spiritual reality of God’s deeper 
purposes and plan. And so, as we have Mary lavishly anointing this man who had just raised 
her brother from the dead, it’s as if she was also unknowingly exposing Jesus’ whole identity 
and purpose as being not just an awesome local rabbi, but as the eternal and everywhere at once 
Christ, all creation’s Lord and king. We can see this act as a key for understanding all of what 
was about to be happening to him. 
 

If the apparently senseless anointing of Jesus’ feet is Mary’s recognition of the Christ in him, 
then it follows that our ‘anointing’ of others, and of everything, is our recognizing of the Christ 
in them, others and in everything, as is the Christ in us being recognized by our being anointed 
by them. Imagine a world filled with people who – like Mary – are always just actively 
anointing everyone and everything as we celebrate and honour the ubiquitousness of Christ. 
Has there ever been a time when we have more needed to know that reality? A time when so 
much of our living appears godless, pointless. A time where we are so driven to want to know 
where that Christ currently is, how are we to understand the future of humanity? 
 

Well these are just when we must come back to owning this anointing of Jesus’ body. As a 
faith-in-Jesus-Christ community, WE are that Bodyvi. It’s as we identify with Jesus and allow 
ourselves to receive Mary’s lavish anointing, so we get to own the reality of what it means that 
Christ is still always actually alive and moving within us. But again, not just within us, within 
everyone and everything which we are told is created in the ‘Imago Dei’ – image of God.vii  
 

This is the reality of our being in unity with everything that is God-created – everyone and 
everything that exists. That is what we own as we own by our walking as an anointed people. 
Our prayer is that we may be given what we need more to live into and out from that reality. 
Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i We’re told that she poured out a ‘pound/ a pint/ about 0.5 liter of perfume of nard’i – which Wikipedia explains is an oil derived 
from a honeysuckle plant variety grown in Napal, India & China, and so pretty exotic and worth some 300 denarii – we know a 
labour’s daily wage was 1 denariusi and so 300 denarii was worth almost a year’s wages – up to $20K in today’s terms, that’s a 
lot of perfume for anointing Jesus’ feet – its fragrance apparently filling the whole house… 

ii James 5:14 
iii Mark 16:1 
iv In Exodus 40:15 it was to commission a line of priesthood, to announce that these were now to be priests, and in 1 Samuel 

16:13 it was to mark David as royalty - having been chosen as the future king of Israel. 
v Genesis 28 

vi 1 Corinthians 12:7 
vii https://www.openbible.info/topics/created_in_gods_image lists some 100 Biblical references to our being made in God’s 

image beginning with Genesis 1:26,27.  


