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SUMMARY: HOLY SPIRIT ALONGSIDE 
(John 14:15-27) 

 
23 Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word and my Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them… 
 

Our reading starts by stressing how our loving Jesus must be about so much more than just 
becoming his ‘fans’, groupies…  It’s not the same as loving ‘Britney Spears’ or ‘Celine Dion’ 
– people who we enjoy and so follow, or even about our appreciation of those uniquely 
masterful in all their genius: Shakespeare or Mozart, Einstein... The point being that loving 
Jesus is not just about us expressing our admiration, as about our living lives that demonstrate 
how we love the things he loved, and are increasingly wanting to be doing the things he taught 
- it’s about our coming into alignment with who he is and what he taught. 
 

The word scripture uses in John to describe the ‘keeping’ of Jesus’ word comes from the 
Greek ‘terow’ meaning to ‘encapsulate, preserve, or even conserve – that’s to be conservative 
in the very very best sense of the word. As I said, it’s a call for us to come to be in alignment 
with what the whole event of Jesus’ life exemplifies, demonstrates and teaches: those who love 
me will (tarow) keep my word, 
 

Our loving Jesus must manifest in our coming to live our lives like Jesus, lives that begin to 
flow into an alignment with Christ’s everywhere & everything sacred presence. That’s us and 
our life-priorities coming to be revealed as aligning with what he stands for - his priorities. 
The result of all that, he explains in the 2nd half of that verse 23, is a rising awareness of God’s 
presence: 

God (whom Christ calls the Father) will love them, and we (he says, the Father & me) will 
come to them and make our home with them 

 

I understand that to be describing something of the wonder that we get to live wherever we 
are, whatever our contexts – the gift of knowing that – truly – we are not alone! That we abide 
in God’s sacred presence all the time, quite regardless of what we may ever be dealing with. 
Then, in verse 24 …Jesus simply says that the opposite of what we just said is true!: 
‘Whoever does not love me does not keep my words’, implying, will not know my presence!’ 
 

Quite regardless of how ‘religious’ we may appear to be, or even believe we actually are, you 
know, with all the correct words… Jesus is teaching here that if we are not coming actually to 
be increasingly aligned with the way of his life and teaching – what he calls the ‘keeping of his 
word’, we don’t love him. As a result, we are probably just fooling ourselves to believe that all 
is good, and that God is with us! 
 

We don’t get to set the agenda here! Either we are actually Christ-followers and live that as 
our reality, or we are just playing games and fooling ourselves! 
 

Jesus’ words cut straight through all the pretence that we are all so good at layering onto our 
lives, kind of like a good paint-stripping makeup remover – something that takes away all the 
carefully applied cosmetic layering to reveal what is most actual underneath! 
 



Jesus is saying that, quite regardless of how impressive the show of all our layers of carefully 
applied external and religious outward respectability may be, what he most loves is the most 
real us, that’s where his focus always is, and unless we are actually about living the out-
poured-love-way-of-life that he is most essentially always all about, we need to know that are 
not loving him, and that God – the Father, Son, Holy Spirit of our text - is not at home within 
us and our lives. 
 

Then, in vss 25 and 26, he begins to speak about what God’s work is – what he calls the work 
of God’s Holy Spirit: 

‘…the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I have said to you’. 

 

This is the Holy Spirit of God which is described by the Greek word ‘parakletos’ 
(para=alongside, kletos=one called) - the One called to be alongside. But it’s NEVER 
alongside in any negative sense of the word: you know, to guilt trip, to taunt, tease, heckle… 
It’s to be, well, different versions of the Bible interpret this word variously: God’s Holy Spirit 
is alongside us to be our ‘Helper’ ‘Counsellor’ ‘Advocate’ ‘Intercessor’ ‘Consoler’. Each of 
those labels have their own slightly different emphasis but all have the very same goal and 
purpose, which is to form us back into what we were made to be – ‘in God’s image!’ 
 

The HS is God’s voice within us – guiding, teaching, nudging, reminding, and how we all SO 
need that voice… 

 

The Holy Spirit is promised to be for us, whatever we are dealing with, whatever our contexts, 
and then, blessed with that awareness, we are to be that to others, whatever their circumstances. 
Called to be alongside… 
 

And the result of all of this ‘alongside-presence’ is unpacked in verse 27: Peace… 
‘Peace, I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 

not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid’. 
 

We begin every Board meeting by reciting our Mission, Vision and Values statementi as 
approved and owned by our congregation on October 28, some 10 years ago in 2012. 
It begins by stressing how: We, Trinity United Church envisions a world that lives into the 
wholeness of God’s Shalom… We then go on to clarify exactly what we understand by that 
word. Shalom is the Bible’s word for peace. Shalom is the hope of the prophets: enemies 
reconciled, injustices righted, hurts healed, fears calmed, and communities prospering. 
God's mission is to bring the whole of creation into harmony. peace with God, peace between 
the nations, peace with the created order. Followers of Jesus Christ are invited to work with 
God in this peacemaking mission. 
 

May this truly and increasingly be our reality. With God’s Spirit called to be alongside us, and 
us then called to be alongside others, may we know and be the blessing to others that God 
intends. Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson   

 
i Posted online on our website www.trinityvernon.ca/about 


