
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: JUNE 26, 2022 

COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 
(Luke 9:51-62) 

 
Today’s reading tells of how Jesus was rejected by the Samaritans because ‘his face was set 
toward Jerusalem’ but doesn’t explain what that means. It is usually understood that they rejected 
him because of how we know that there was absolutely no love lost between the Samaritans and 
Jewsi, but I think that there may be more to it than that, and that’s where we are going this 
morning. 
 
What does that mean, ‘his face was set towards Jerusalem’? Why would they reject him because 
of that? We’re not specifically told but I think we can guess. Perhaps, the ‘Jerusalem’ that Jesus’ 
face was set towards represented all of what he new was waiting for him there: the false and short-
lived adulation he would receive on Palm Sunday as he entered the city, before the betrayal he 
was to experience from his very own disciples, his arrest by the Roman and Jewish authorities on 
totally trumped-up charges, his brutal and deliberate rejection/condemnation by the masses, and  
ultimately, his death… Of course, there was also later to be resurrection, but that’s not apparently 
what they saw in his face! 
 
‘Jerusalem’ for Jesus, represented loss! Is that what they understood from his posture, his 
teachings, his very presence? Loss! Death! They didn’t like that. We don’t like that. We don’t like 
our teachers & leaders to speak to us about how we need to lose stuff in our lives. We prefer our 
living to be associated with teachers and leaders that speak about our prosperity and abundance!  
think of politicians who are just terrified of going there! Instead, it`s ‘follow me and my ways and 
you will be part of a group that becomes more wealthy, more popular, you’ll have increased 
influence, more friends, better status’ as opposed to ‘follow me and be prepared to be among 
those who will lose lots of what you may think is so very important in your life, but will ultimately 
be revealed to matter least of all! 
 
They chose to reject Jesus and to stick with their own self-focussed, self-obsessed, overly 
religious priorities and agendas. The disciples didn’t like seeing that rejection of their Rabbi and 
leader. And so, they reacted by suggesting some pretty harsh retribution! “Lord, do you want us to 
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” Pretty harsh! They could see that 
those Samaritans weren’t prepared to accept the way of self-emptying suffering love that Jesus 
epitomized and so they hated them for it - wanted to burn them off the face of the earth!’ 
 
That was and is certainly never Jesus’ style. Thank God! Jesus always leaves room for our honest 
rejection of Him, because to be doing anything else wouldn’t be love, but coercion, or 
manipulation, and Jesus never does that! But he was wanting to make a specific point! 
And to make his point perfectly clear, we have those next 6 verses. 

 
Jesus wasn’t wanting to sugar-coat ANYTHING here. If they, or we, or anyone else, ever, is to 
follow him and his way, the way of Christ, yes, of course there is much to be gained: there’s our 
place within God’s eternity! There’s our sense of coming increasingly to be in alignment with our 
truest best selves - you know, as we are given to live out the sacred and God-given characteristics 



of just who God is and what God has made us to be in God’s image: lives of justice, compassion, 
healing mercy, love, hope. That we gain! Our sense of ultimate identity and purpose. All of that is 
true! But there is also the reality of very real loss. There’s the need for us to lose so much of what 
our small selves, our ego-selves, holds up as being valuable – you know, all our most familiar, 
self-obsessed comforts. 
 
That is an insight I’ve been blessed to experience every time I’ve had the privilege to near anyone 
facing the end of their lives. No longer are they most concerned anymore about all those many 
little things that we so easily allow ourselves to be consumed by/ spend so much of our time, 
energy, resources trying to accumulate. Instead, it becomes all about the things that matter most: 
Relationships healed! Forgiveness offered and received! Reconciliation! Love! 
 
But, most often, those are invariably just the very things that cost us most in terms of our small, 
proud, most selfish selves. It always costs us to be the one prepared to lose face by apologising 
first, make the first move, the first to blink, first to reach out, show we care, make the call!  
Why do we find it so difficult to turn the other cheek, stand up for what is right as opposed to just 
what seems the most popular? 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book title ‘The Cost of Discipleship’ is spot on! Our ego selves hate getting 
into anything that looks like God’s poured-out for others love! It invariably feels like loss – as if 
our faces are starting to be set towards Jerusalem! We know that true disciples of any discipline 
are not only those who study the teachings of their master, but who live lives that actually put 
those teachings into practice. That’s what being a disciple of Jesus Christ means. ‘Cheap grace’ - 
according to Bonhoeffer, my words - is the idea that we can claim all the wonders of God’s love in 
Christ, but without sacrificing anything of our own flawed and deeply sinful, self-centered, self-
preserving agendas. 
 
As the present-day aspiring disciples of Jesus Christ, what are the losses we should expect to have 
to face as we follow His way? This is particularly challenging for us as we are tempted to use 
Christianity and Jesus’ Name as a guarantee for achieving whatever is currently uppermost in our 
own agendas, and we do do that!  
 
To the extent that any of those disciples were wanting to do that – let’s face it: Jesus Christ was a 
public relations disaster because his words slice like a blade straight through all that. We long for 
an awareness of all that rises up as a result of our being in Christ’s presence – what Gal.5:22 lists 
as the fruits of the HS: Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, & 
self control… but to get there, I ask again, in order to go there what, as disciples of Jesus Christ, 
are the losses we should expect to have to face today as we follow His way? 
 
Let’s go there, and may we trust God to do the rest. 
Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i We know that from, e.g., John 4:9 


