
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: JULY 24, 2022 

SUMMARY: TEACH US TO PRAY 
Luke 11:1-13 

 

Ed Wilson and I were at an electric vehicle event earlier this year, where Jules Veres 
described his 8250km return trip from here in Vernon to Boca Chica, Texas, just 5 miles 
from the Mexican border - travelling all the way in his Tesla. There were lots of pics of the 
fun that he had with his daughter en route – at each of the carefully plotted Tesla charging 
stations… Tesla does that, apparently. They provide travellers with the exact locations of 
each of their very many charging stations to ensure that they have enough power to reach 
wherever they are headed – and at minimal cost both to their bank accounts as well as to the 
environment. That trip would not have been possible without their regular stopping each 350 
or so km at these vital charging stations.   
 

Which brings us to the point of today’s message – prayer. What I’m suggesting today is that 
‘prayer’ is given to us as a way of remaining charged up with enough of what we most need - 
an awareness of our sacred, God-given, identity and purpose - to be able to reach wherever 
God would have us be. 
 

I love that conversation attributed to CS Lewis in the 1993 movie ‘Shadowlands’ where he 
has just received good news and one of his Oxford-Don colleagues suggests it was an answer 
to his prayers. But he replies: That's not why I pray, Harry. I pray because I can't help 
myself. I pray because I'm helpless. I pray because the need flows out of me all the time, 
waking and sleeping. My praying doesn't change God, it changes me. 
  

Another powerful image is of a land-locked lagoon constantly being fed by trickles of dirty 
water – stale, still, quite cut off from the beautiful and wide-open ocean just teaming with life 
and sparkling clean sea water over there on the other side of a sandbar. Prayer is given to us 
as the ‘posture’ we need to push out from the quickly stagnating waters of that lagoon, 
pushing a way through to the ocean and allowing all the infinitude of wonderful new life to 
come flooding back, in, cleaning and making new.  
 

Prayer, then, as the charge that we need, the channel for a fresh inflow of living water… 
That unnamed disciple in today’s text clearly saw something in the act, or perhaps the effect, 
of Jesus’ praying that he knew they wanted, and which they knew they would never have 
unless Jesus taught them - and so he did. 
 

By beginning with ‘Our’, he teaches that we should understand our pray is to the One whom 
we all hold in common – or who holds us all in common. There is absolutely nothing limited, 
exclusionary about this God that we are being given to approach in this collective way. If 
there is anything in our understanding of God that tries somehow to align God closer with 
one group than another: you know, regardless of whatever exclusive category may come to 
mind: racially, ethnically, demographically, religiously, whatever…well, that would not be 
the all-encompassing God that Jesus is teaching us about approaching here. 
 
This One is all of ours - and is ‘all of ours’ as ‘our ‘Father’. The Hebrew/Aramaic ‘Abba’ 
implies both intimacy and authority, suggesting both personal warmth and our obedience! 



That’s ‘Abba’ both as our ‘Daddy’ as well as our ‘Final Authority!’ Either of those without 
the other would be a blasphemy, resulting in a god with authority but no personal warmth, or 
a god of only warmth,  but easily able to be ignored.  
 

And then, it’s Our Father ‘who art in heaven’, which speaks to us of a perfect ideal. ‘Heaven’ 
being that state of anything & everything in its wholeness 
 

‘Hallowed’ be thy name. God’s name being the manifestation of God’s Self. Our ‘hallowing’ 
of that name means our understanding that everything we are and do is to be about coming 
somehow to make the character and presence of God known, and that that ‘making known’ 
may come to be the praise that we bring to you O God. I love the wisdom that describes our 
job as Christ followers being to make the grace of an invisible God visible, wherever we are! 
 

Then, ‘thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as in heaven’. That is how we 
understand God’s Kingdom actually comes into existence on earth – it’s as we see and get to 
be involved in creating God’s will being done. 
 
It seems God’s will is always for us to be about being and doing whatever best reveals God’s 
character. Which means that wherever we notice acts of loving kindness, justice, 
compassion, goodness, and prodigal generosity, well, those are just about exactly where 
God’s kingdom is breaking through right here on earth as it is in heaven! 
 

Dr Vincent & Rosemarie Freeney Harding were spiritual leaders in the Black Freedom 
Movement of the 1960s. They formed an intentionally interracial community in Atlanta, 
Georgia at a time you needed to be really brave to do so. Her vision was kind of ‘God’s-
kingdom-as-having-already-come-on-earth-as-it-is-in-heaven’ – that, despite all that is 
wrong in our world, that’s NOT how we are called to live! 

There is no scarcity. 
There is no shortage. No lack of love, of compassion, of joy in the world. 

There is enough.   
There is more than enough. 

Only fear and greed make us think otherwise. 
No one need starve. There is enough land and enough food.   

No one need die of thirst. There is enough water. No one need live without mercy. 
There is no end to grace. And we are all instruments of grace. The more we give it, the 

more we share it, the more we use it, the more God makes. 
There is no scarcity of love. There is plenty. And always more. 

 
Dear God, may we come properly to realise this – how your kingdom in Christ is revealed as 
having already come right here on earth as it is in heaven – and how it is up to us to live lives 
that reflect that reality! 
 
‘Give us today our daily bread’ is about us asking for our daily needs to be met. But we do 
need to be very careful about that one! Because what if what we need has almost nothing to 
do with what we particularly want? What if what God knows we need is something we 
haven’t even begun to think about yet? Perhaps it’s going to be something that may actually 
feel like loss! Dear God, dare we pray this anyway? 



‘Please give us just whatever we need – whatever successes, failures, lovings, sufferings, 
gains, losses – whatever we need to become as whole and Christ-aware today as you intend 

us to be, O God. 
 

..and then, ‘forgiveness – both received, and offered’. This is probably the single greatest 
thing we can choose either to engage with or to reject as we move toward healing and 
wholeness. The pain of unforgiveness… 
 
We may think of the Pope in Edmonton today (Sunday 24) as part of the church’s efforts to 
heal the relationship between them and the First Peoples of our beautiful land… On Friday 
CBC radio aired Cree rap artist Rex Smallboy saying how he believes that the papal visit is 
really quite meaningless and that he just cannot forgive the church - the pain being just too 
much… Also, our probable Moderator Elect, Rev Dr Carmen Lansdowne, whose prayer is 
that any of the Popes efforts at reconciliation go beyond just the saying of a Mass and the 
wearing of traditional vestments. There is serious work to be done before there can be any 
meaningful forgiveness offered and owned… 
‘Dear God, Our Abba, our prayer is that you will both expose and forgive us our trespasses 

even as we forgive those who have, or continue to, trespass against us… 
 

And then, there’s all that about us not being led into temptation, …a prayer for our protection 
from all of that which we may or may not know will ultimately destroy us… 
 
Finally, traditionally, the prayer ends with the words: ‘for thine is the kingdom 
The power and the glory, forever, Amen – which sums up the whole point of the prayer and 
probably all of life existence, which is to give God the glory, to make God’s ubiquitous 
presence known… 
 

And then, Jesus teaches how he expects us do that, which is more about a posture that we are 
to adopt than about specific actions. He teaches that our prayer needs to be the following 4 
things: (1) persistent, (2) with a sense of expectation, (3) intimate, personal, and (4) simple 
 

That’s what we get from those next verses in today’s text – reading on from verse 6:  
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set 
before him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been 
locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything. 8 I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because 
of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 
Of course, Jesus wasn’t saying that God is like a friend who doesn’t like to be nagged late at 
night. No! His whole point here is that there is power in persistence. However we like to 
pray, whether while walking and meditating like I do, hiking through nature perhaps, or by 
making time to sit in a quiet spot with a Bible and a journal, or perhaps even while driving, 
or at our bedside before sleeping, we should keep at it – it’s all the time - with persistence, 
and with expectation: 9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.  



 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for[e] a fish, would give a snake instead 
of a fish? 12 Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit[f] to those who ask him!” 
 
Praying with persistence, with expectation, and then also privately – that’s how we find Jesus 
puts it in this parallel passage from Matthew 6:5-8: …whenever you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so 
that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  6 But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your ABBA who is in 
secret, and (God) your ABBA who sees in secret will reward you.  
 
...And so, that’s us praying with persistence, expectation, privately, and simply.  
7 “… do not heap up empty phrases as (those who) …think that they will be heard because of 
their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for God knows what you need before you ask… 
 

Do you pray? How do you pray? What do you pray? 
 

If - like a drained Tesla just about out of charge, or an increasingly stagnant lagoon 
apparently quite cut off from the wide freshness of the ocean – if you are also feeling kind of 
flattened, polluted, empty, remote, as if God is far away - and we all feel like that at times - 
well, we should know that it’s never too late... 
 
‘Prayer’ allows us to plug back into what is most life-giving and real, it allows us to push 
back through whatever sandbars may be cutting us off and so to allow something of God’s 
sacred identity and purpose for each one of us to begin to return. All of this is always about 
God’s kingdom – meaning the stuff of God’s most amazing Self - being revealed in me, for 
me, for others, through me…  
May it be so.  
Amen  
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 


