
CANADA DAY 2022 
(Psalm 72 – selected verses) 

 
Today’s reading is all about Solomon’s prayer for the people of Israel. Israel’s king was their 
Supreme Court! Much more than just a figurehead, the king had responsibilities beyond the 
simply symbolic stuff that we tend to associate with royalty today. Being the ultimate judge 
over every possible thing in the affairs of 5-6 million people must have weighed very heavily 
on him. In this Psalm we have King Solomon’s prayer for God’s help. God is asked to provide 
a leadership that would rule Israel with God’s holy characteristics. Our Christian tradition sees 
that leader perfectly provided in the person and work of Jesus Christ and so, also in us, as we 
are in Christ. 
 

It’s also a very real part of our tradition that we understand much of what is addressed to 
‘Israel’ as not being just to that particular nation, but to all the most faithful of God, all those 
who right down to today feel nudged, called, given to respond to something of God’s most 
amazing grace in Christ with even their tiniest bit of faith.  
 

We also understand that the task of leading God’s people is never given just to one person but 
to ‘all flesh’. I’m talking about those textsi that stress how God’s Spirit is no longer conferred 
on just one but poured out on all people, everyone, everything, everywhere. This means that we 
have all been empowered for some or other form of Godly leadershipii 
 

I’ve chosen Psalm 72 for our text today, Canada Day, because I understandiii that its verse 8 
was the source/ inspiration of the motto displayed on our nation’s coat of arms, as well as being 
a beautiful line in our national anthem: A Mari Usque Ad Mare meaning ‘From Sea to Sea’. 
 

There is great wisdom in this psalm, wisdom we would do well to embrace even as we do 
celebrate this week as our colonially settled Canada’s 155th birthday. 
 

It begins with the line: 1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s 
sons. It is a so-called Messianic Psalm-prayer that we understand as having been fulfilled in the 
coming of Jesus Christ some 500 years later. Well… As the stumbling, but profoundly HS-
touched Body of Christ in this place, I don’t believe it’s too much of a stretch to believe that we 
are intended to see ourselves as the sons (and daughters) that the Psalmist is referencing here. 
I’ll say it plainly: This is a prayer aimed at us, and involving whomever we may elect to 
exercise their leadership influence over us – be it political, you know, federal, provincial or 
municipal leadership or be it social or communal! It lands on us! 
 
2 May he (they – we) judge your people with righteousness and your poor with justice. 
That’s a plea for us personally and communally to care for one another, and particularly for the 
most vulnerable in our worlds: what the psalmist calls ‘the poor’. Who do you understand as 
being among the most vulnerable and ‘poor’ today? …just who are these people who are 
currently most marginalised in our land, ignored, written off? 
What individuals? Which communities? 
 

I also wonder just what ‘righteous’ and ‘just’ caring would represent for anyone trapped in 
substance abuse? Or homelessness? How about those living with the despair of seeing their 
partner growing weak and increasingly vulnerable with the debilitative effects of age, or 
illness? Just what does that mean for those on this Canada Day who are especially disillusioned 
about being part of this beautiful land because of how they’ve been overlooked or oppressed by 
the white, privileged, majority of us – simply because of their status as indigenous.  



Instead of proudly celebrating their rich and elegant culture nurtured through endless 
generations of people on this land down 1000s of years, so very many have been made to feel 
shame as they have been dishonoured, disrespected and worse. I think also of refugees, 
displaced people? People with dark skiniv. 

 

The Psalmist goes on: 3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness. 4 May they defend the cause of the poor of the people, … give deliverance to 
the needy, and crush the oppressor. Who are the ‘oppressors’ that we are being asked to 
‘crush?’ Perhaps, like the Ukraine, this is about a literal oppressor, for us to be willing to resist 
whatever foreign invader who may come with their own deadly agenda to destroy us. Less 
literally but probably more profoundly, who or what else could this oppressor represent? What 
are the oppressing influencers currently at work on us. destroying our sense of purpose and 
hope, and fairness? Surely those are just the oppressing things that the Psalmist is here mostly 
praying for us to crush? 
 

And then there is this beautiful blessing:  5 May they live while the sun endures and as long as 
the moon, throughout all generations. 6 May they be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
like showers that water the earth. 7 In their days may righteousness flourish and peace 
abound, until the moon is no more. 8 May they have dominion from sea to sea (a Mari usque 
ad mare) and from the river to the ends of the earth. These words express the longing that 
just and righteous living may be the hallmark of all we are and all that we do – from within us 
and extending out throughout the whole of this beautiful nation of ours – from sea to sea!   
 

We know on this Canada Day that we all have a long way to go before we can properly and 
with integrity say with the psalmist that this prayer is true for us in Canada, and that we are now 
all completely one. There truly is still so much that we allow still to separate us, despite what 
we like to think are our best efforts at reconciliation with one another. We are all still so easily 
stuck in our silos where, instinctively, we remain divided ethnically, socially, politically, and 
religiously. And it is overwhelming. Like Solomon, we confess how we struggle, and fail, how 
we need God’s help. Yet, also like Solomon, and despite all of what we know is still so hugely 
unfinished, on this Canada Day, we have hope. It’s no coincidence that we are choosing boldly 
today to embrace a unity founded in so much more than the worst of our separations! Jesus 
Christ has torn down every possible wall that we get so good at building. Shalom! He saidv 
after his resurrection, Peace! Wholeness!  
 

As Christ followers, that is the ‘wall-tearing-down’ unity we choose to define us! On this week 
of Canadian celebration, we pray that that truly may become our lived reality. 
Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

i Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17 
ii I love that ‘leadership’ teachingii which stresses how we are called to lead in at least 4 directions: Downwards, those 
over whom we have authority: (children, students, employees…), Sideways, out among those with whom we have 
colligability/ friendship, Upwards, influencing those under whose authority we are by the example we set, the 
accountability to which we hold them, Inwards, leadership of ourselves!  
iii Wikipedia: It was first suggested by Joseph Pope, then-Under Secretary of State, when the Arms were redesigned in 
1921. The motto was originally used in 1906 on the head of the mace of the Legislative Assembly of Saskatchewan. 
iv I was so shocked recently to hear about the awful discriminatory experience of a dark skinned someone with an 
accent, while living right here in Vernon… 
v John 20:19 


