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THE GOOD SAMARITAN:  
Who is my neighbour and to whom am I called to be a neighbour? 

Luke 10:25-37 
 

Will Willimon uses just one word to describe the point of this parable, dependency, though 
perhaps inter-dependency would be better. We are not as self-sufficient and independent as we 
like to believe. We exist in a web of relationships, utterly dependent upon others for our daily 
sustenance and for our survival. Jesus Christ connects us with one another and constantly 
reminds us that we need one another. To be a Christian is to take responsibility for others in 
need and to receive the gifts of others in our needi. 
 

I was touched by a comment made to me at the church door last Sunday. ‘Yvonneii’ described 
her experience of walking through a beautiful valley and discovering this magnificent tree, 
huge and soaring. A self-described tree-hugger, she put her arms around its massive bark and 
asked, ‘what would you like to say to me, what do you want me to know?’ She then sensed the 
answer describing how we are all related: us with this tree as this tree is to all other trees and 
everything else – all held by Mother Earth through this awesome network of roots and energies.  
 

That really shouldn’t surprise us because it’s all right there in scriptureiii – how we believe this 
cosmos is all one God-generated and God-soaked reality, all inter-connected and inter-
dependent. Our Joni Mitchell was absolutely spot-on back in 1969 with her Woodstock refrain: 
‘We are stardust, we are golden. And we've got to get ourselves back to the garden’. Her 
‘garden’ is kind of related to Eden – describing that state of primal inter-dependent-awareness 
we have all been created to know and from which to live our lives… 
 

But getting back to our text, and again Will Willimon (paraphrasing): In the story of the Good 
Samaritan Jesus compels us toward a deep awareness of this interdependence... Not one of us 
is an island unto ourselves. Our children need adults who are willing to order their lives to 
care for the needs of children. Our older adults need children who are willing, as adult 
offspring, to order their lives so that they have the blessing of returning some of the love to us 
that we showed to them when they were dependent. …all needing to be needed. It’s the way 
God put us together. We miss that. We all so easily allow ourselves to forget how 
interdependent we are. ‘Beholden to no-one! I do it my way! Not my brother’s keeper’ is all 
nonsense. We need neighbours (people, plants, animals) for our very survival, and they need us. 
 

I’m currently reading Suzanne Simard’s ‘Finding the Mother Tree’ where she writes about the 
complex and intricate connectedness that exists with everything, everywhere. Clearly, nothing, 
and no-one can exist without help and this inter-dependency. 
 

We are grateful to Luke for being the only Gospel writer to record this parable. It begins with 
an expert in the law asking Jesus for the secret of everything. He would have known all about 
every piece of religious dogma but, sensing that he may still be missing something, he asks the 
question: “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” When Jesus referred him back to 
what the Law said about that, he was able to draw together different scripturesiv to give an 
absolutely correct answer: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  



Though technically correct, his next question reveals how far he was from still actually getting 
the point. ‘Who exactly is my neighbour?’ And, as always, Jesus doesn’t answer directly, 
instead, we have this parable. It’s always up to us to discern Jesus’ main point……and it seems 
that in this case the main point had far less to do with indicting those who would leave that 
poor beaten up traveller on the side of the road than it has to do with an encouragement for us 
to see how vitally we need one another. The Good Samaritan and that beaten traveller were 
neighbours to one another not because of anything other than the caring which they shared. One 
in need and another meeting that need describes a beautifully reciprocal relationship - as all of 
creation is intended to be!  
 

The robbers who left him for dead, as well as the Priest and the Levite who chose not to care for 
him, also leaving him for dead, are equally part of God’s beautiful creation but, by their actions 
and inaction, chose to behave as if they were not. And we can’t blame them. Not when 
everything we most instinctively create in our world seems to be about forcing us to believe 
something else. Perhaps the whole idea of original sin is based on this very most basic instinct 
that we all seem to have of self preservation, even when it is at the expense of others. We think 
like that as individuals who, in our western capital system, are trained always to be most happy 
as we profit off the other’s loss. Why else do we want instinctively to haggle for lower prices in 
the marketplace – score a bargain, buy low sell high - we do it because it’s good for us! Or how 
about as a nation? I momentarily cringe at how happy I am that our federal or provincial 
governments were able to secure as much COVID vaccine for us as they have for us – while 
dismissing how bad it is for those poorer countries who still hardly have any, again, we like it 
because we believe it’s good for us. Yes, we are wired to look after ourselves! 
 

Jesus doesn’t particularly explain why that Priest and Levite of his parable passed the beaten 
stranger by, but we can guess that it was out of that same instinctive sense of ego-centric self-
interestv. Let someone else take care of him. Jesus contrasted those two apparently respectable 
religious figures with someone normally dismissed by Jews as their inferiors –a Samaritan! 
There were probably reasons for their hostility to one anothervi, but none of that seems to matter 
to Jesus. Not when it comes to discerning neighbourliness. Neighbourliness doesn’t depend on 
any ideological statement of doctrine, as on the recognition of our utterly interdependent 
mutuality. There is one in their need, and here am I meeting that need. Here am I in my need, 
and there is one meeting my needvii. 
 

Who – currently - is my neighbour and to whom am I called to be a neighbour? 
To what extent am I behaving as a neighbour to those who need me? 

 
 

How we all need to rediscover this. And then to find creative ways of demonstrating that 
interdependency. Perhaps that’s why Jesus teaches this here as the whole secret of – well, 
everything! He was wanting that expert in the Law and us all to come again to know our most 
profound connectedness, how we need one another at that level to come fully alive – and so 
‘inherit eternal life’. I believe that that is something of what Yvonne fell into that day with her 
arms around a giant tree growing in that beautiful valley… And whether we care to admit it or 
not, that’s something of what all of us long to realize. How totally, desperately we need each 
other. Imagine what a difference our honest rediscovery of that would make…? 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 



 
i Taken from Pulpit Resource, a commentary dated July 10, 2022. 
ii Real name used with Yvonne’s permission 
iii Thinking about how in John 1 we’re told that the Word become flesh – all flesh. 
iv Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:5 
v Not only would touching him have taken up their time and energy, it was bound to have made them ritually unclean and so affect their 
ability to function religiously - do their work in the temple. 
vi The Samaritans were hated because of how – after the Assyrian invasion of Israel back in 733 BC - those who weren’t exiled 
had allowed the true and pure faith of Israel to become polluted by other foreign influences. Also, for how they disregarded 
Jerusalem as the center of their faith, choosing instead to split it by building their own temple on Mount Gerazim. 
vii Theres a beautiful scene in the Slide Shirley MacLaine, Christopher Plummer movie Elsa and Fred, where grumpy old Fred wants nothing 
anymore to do with life and Elsa wants nothing more than to make him come alive again! Fred is forced one day to yell for his neighbour 
Elsa’s help when his sink explodes water all over his kitchen. Later, when trying to thank her, she interrupts to thank him. Why he wants to 
know, what for? Because you asked me for help. You needed me and that was wonderful, I really needed to be needed, she says, or words 
to that effect.  That recognition of their need - requested & received – was the turning point in both their lives! 
 


