
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: OCTOBER 16, 2022 

SUMMARY: Persistent Prayer and Elusive Faith 
(Luke 18:1-8) 

 

Today’s text speaks about two things, primarily, (1) the need for us to be courageously 
persistent in prayer, and (2) Jesus’ wondering whether true faith will ever come to be a 
reality on earth. We are going to explore what a life marked by persistence in prayer may 
be, as well as what Jesus meant by wondering about finding to find faith on earth. Surely 
he doesn’t mean for us always to have our eyes closed, praying the rosary, whispering 
liturgical words, you know, whether formal or informal… (though there may obviously be 
a place for that) …but always? What do you think Jesus meant? 
 

How we tend to trivialise prayer to being about us making announcements to God to 
elicit/provoke/stimulate divine some transaction into our lives, usually to our benefit. 
‘Please God, fix my car! Fix my health, my relationships, my finances! 
 

Is that primarily what Jesus had in mind, that we need constantly to be begging God for 
stuff? Of course we can bring our intercessions, but is that all there is?  
I think not. How about this: Jesus wants us always to have an attitude of holy connectivity: 
of always being in connection with the sacred’ 
 

In this parable we find Jesus contrasting two very different people: There is this one with 
obvious power and influence, a ‘ruler of people’ a ‘judge’ – but a bad judge who 
apparently only cared about themself and what was good for themself: ‘he neither feared 
God nor respected people’… And then there is the widow representing one of the lowest 
and most vulnerable demographics of their community: someone under attack from an 
unjust accuser who was desperately appealing to that unjust judge for justice. The 
obviously vulnerable one was appealing to the hugely privileged one but was being 
ignored because it was somehow inconvenient. But then, Jesus says, because of the sheer 
persistence of her pleas, she was able to wear that privileged one down enough to be able 
to get the justice that she craved. 
 

Jesus’ point is that if even a selfish and unjust person like that selfish judge will give in to 
help someone in need as a result of their persistence in pleading, well then,  HOW MUCH 
MORE SO will a God of infinite love and mercy and grace move to help any one of us 
whom God so infinitely loves – as we pray. 
 

 It’s a study in contrasts: Luke describes Jesus contrasting the judge who did the right 
thing eventually even though he actually couldn’t care less with our God who always does 
the right thing because God actually couldn’t care more. 
 

The whole purpose and point of prayer is not somehow to change God’s mind toward our 
way of thinking but to help us to pierce the veil of all that distracts us from God and God’s 
economy in order to bring us back into touch with reality as God originally and still 
always intends it to be…  It’s for God to change OUR minds… That’s why we pray! 
 

In Rom.8 Paul confesses on our behalf how none of us knows how to do that, but then 
goes on to thank God that even though we so seldom go there, we do still always have 
God’s Spirit at work within us to lead us in our prayers, interpreting our groaning, even… 
 

Prayer is what leads us to living lives that come to rely on that holy indwelling Spirit of 
Christ which abides in us all and everything… 
 



We’re talking about the power of God flowing in and through and out from me and you 
and everywhere. As we pray, properly pray, it’s not really us at all but God’s Spirit who is 
praying within us, for us, for others through us, binding us all into this one unitive and 
sacred wholeness of God and creation. Prayer in Christ, then, is presented as the attitude, 
the posture that God’s Spirit uses to tie us into the one unity of all things together. 
 

But then we have that enormously enigmatic phrase in vs 8: ‘And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 
 

Well, will he? Does he? Do you always have ‘faith?’ Always? Is it ‘faith’ that Jesus finds 
primarily finds as he looks into our lives, now? I’m not so sure that it is! So often, isn’t 
what we call faith in God really just faith in some projection of ourselves and our desires? 
To what extent is my faith truly about me engaging with a God that is somehow different, 
better, deeper than simply whatever I can project…? 
 

That’s kind of depressing – But thank God that Jesus’ point, I believe, is that as we pray – 
you know, staying in dialogue – so we do begin to change. As they say: Our persistent 
prayer is not meant to be to change God’s mind as for God to use it to change our mind. 
Jesus seems to be implying that there must be this dialogue constantly going on between 
us and God, and our persistence is about our intention to stay in that dialogue. It’s as we 
do so, that our intentions/motivations may begin to morph away from our own small ego 
agendas toward what God may have in mind. That would be God’s Spirit drawing us into 
alignment with the compassionate, loving, merciful stuff that is always the heartbeat of 
God’s nature…, and leading us into actually living the faith that Jesus intends us to be… 
 

Perhaps the ‘Faithful’ that Christ is longing for are those who are being increasingly 
aligned with, and so are living into accordance with God and creation - as we are all made 
to be. This is about much more than simply those who ‘believe’ in God – even the demons 
of James 2:19 ‘believe’ in God…  To have ‘Faith’ is not only to believe in God but 
actually to be living into the loving, healing, reconciling nature of God. 
 

 We are not made for the separated thing that we so easily, mostly, find ourselves living.  
We celebrate the sacrament once a month which we are bold to call ‘Holy Communion’. 
As we do so, so we love to speak of how we believe we are all one in Christ, we sing the 
songs. Our reality demonstrates how that it tragically is so seldom how we actually live.  
 

Our prayer is for God constantly to be rewiring our minds so that all we do does come to 
be from the loving union which we know we share: with God, others, creation. It seems 
that unless we are given to develop that life-rhythm of persistent prayer, we won’t ever be 
the one, united, faithful people of faith that Christ is looking for… 
 

Of course, none of us are there yet, certainly not me, but it is the Christian journey-
continuum that we are all a part of, and it’s what I long to be able to say that I long for… 
 

How I would love to be a role model for the disciples in this passage. I would love for 
Jesus to say to them: ‘hey, why can't you be more like Robin? Not only does he know how I 
love him and am part of him, but he also knows how I am part of everyone and everything, 
and so look! That's how he lives!’ How I would love to say that that is what Jesus would 
say to me. but I can't. And probably you can't either. Not yet. Not properly. 
 



But in the meantime, we do get to try going there – and, according to this text, our 
persistently prayerful practices and attitudes, postures, are given to us as a primary way for 
us to do so.  
 

Do you pray? 
 

It was Thomas Merton who re-introduced modern us to the age-old practices of prayer and 
contemplation, with his insistence on our developing long, loving, looks at reality, looks 
that are long and loving enough eventually to see God in all things. What do you think? 
Could those long, loving, looks from us be the ‘faith’ that Jesus is looking for on earth? 
 

Oh Dear Christ, as we follow you, may that increasingly become who we are and the 
hallmark of all our living… 
Amen. 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 
 


