
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: OCTOBER 2, 2022 

SUMMARY: FAITH LIKE A MUSTARD SEED 
Luke 17:1-10 

 
Today’s parable is about faith not necessarily ‘the size of’ a mustard seed as it is about 
faith AS a mustard seed. Of course, that must have something to do with its smallness 
being compared to the size of the adult bush/tree that will eventually grow but, maybe, 
more specifically, it’s to do with the seed’s potential - the fact that it already has within it 
all that it will ever need, all that is ever going to be necessary, for it to achieve its ultimate 
growth-potential. 
 

The text begins with what is understood to be a collection of loose, almost disconnected 
sayings of Jesus, where Luke describes Jesus as spelling out some of the pretty steep 
demands of what it means to be living the kind of life that we are intended by God to live!  
We may NEVER cause anyone to sin! And we are ALWAYS to be quick to forgive every 

time there is repentance – ALWAYS! 
The disciples’ reaction is predictable: ‘Please, if that’s what you expect of us, then you are 
going to have to give us much more of what we need to do that – in this case, much more 
faith! Their understanding of faith was that it’s what God gives from outside of us to 
power us for living however God wants us to live. 
 

But Jesus doesn’t buy that. No. It’s not more but an altogether different kind of  
faith! …and so, to his comparison to the mustard seed: planted, and growing! All a 
mustard seed needs is the correct environment and it will develop a life all of its own. It 
will grow! In fact, it’s hard-wired to grow!  
 

Our coming to live as God intends is not, for example, like the construction of a motor 
vehicle on an assemble line where construction stops the minute those external workers 
along the line stop actively adding parts to it: you can’t start the process of vehicle 
assembly and walk away expecting a completed car miraculously to emerge at the other 
end. For a car to be built it needs the active and external input of skilled outsiders… 
 

Unlike that, the ‘faith’ Jesus speaks of is much more like what happens in nature after 
germination, or conception. Once that tiny seed comes alive it takes over. Whether placed 
in the dirt or in the womb, all it needs is not to be stopped. Don’t interrupt the process. 
Placed within its proper growing medium a plant/ a bush/ a tree/ a child will be born,  
 

That, I believe, is what Jesus is teaching us about the true nature of ‘faith’. ‘Faith’ is 
not like some lifeless fuel which needs to be externally pumped into us and burnt for us to 
move, but like a seed growing from within – in and of itself.  
 

It was not the provision of more ‘external’ faith that the disciples needed from Jesus to 
empower their living, so much as their embracing of a whole understanding of faith: a 
planted, germinated, coming-alive-in-them, living, growing faith! ...a faith that will 
inevitably manifest in a life of good works…i 
 

But then, from vss 7-9, Jesus changes tack to address the temptation we all face as we 
begin to sense that our faith is beginning to grow in us in this beautiful way. 



Jesus warns that with that realisation comes a whole other, very real danger! I’m 
paraphrasing from where I once head this, but I remember someone once wrote: 
‘(Let us) be used as a channel of God’s grace and peace for long enough and it’s but a 
short step to start believing that we OURSELVES are to be honoured as the source of 
that Peace, deserving of some special favour!’ That’s where Jesus’ teaching in verses 7-9 
goes: He means to break through any sense of special favour that we may think we are 
entitled to simply because we are being kind of impressed with what our faith is morphing 
us into becoming! 
 

At our very best we are NOT deserving of anything special, as if we should be getting 
some extra special treatment from God, because we are simply becoming what we are 
made to be and do. It’s our NOT living in this way of Christ which represents us living a 
SUB-NORMAL life - well beneath what God intends!  
 

Whatever goodness we believe we may have begun to grow in our lives is never some 
kind of reward, as all simply GIVEN BY GRACE. That’s all! It’s simply our privilege to 
realise how we have been created for this Holy knowledge of God and for Holy Service - 
and ‘faith’ is the gift we’ve been given to grow this in us! It’s what we are made for, and 
it’s what ‘sin’ would steal from our awareness! 
 

It seems then that our best work with others is simply not to get in the way of whatever 
faith may be growing in them. But even more than that: probably our greatest work is to be 
about creating the environment – the womb-like, the growing medium that they need to 
grow in their faith. Norval Geldenhuysii wrote the following challenge - way back in 1950 
– again, paraphrasing: Do we as individuals and as a church live in such a manner that we 
keep others back from Jesus and make it difficult for them to walk in the right road, so that 
they fall into sin? Do we act with so much wisdom, love, and patience …that others are 
helped on life’s way, or do we, in our indifference, want of love, neglect of duty and 
insincerity, put obstacles in their way…  
 

What an important question this is… Especially at a time where there are so many deeply 
challenging issues that call for our most faithful response. Please God, may we have the 
wisdom and grace, and growing faith to answer in a way that makes You smile.  
Amen. 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
 

i We may think of 1 John 3:18 which speaks about our faith needing to be about more than just words, but shows 
itself in actions… 
ii South African theologian and New Testament scholar: Commentary on Luke (1950:433) 


