
THANKSGIVING: THE HEALED LEPER WHO CAME BACK! 
Luke 17:11-19 

 

Today’s text from Luke 17:11-19 has to do with the healed leper who came back to say 
thank you – kind of appropriate for this Thanksgiving Sunday! We’re told that  
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and 
Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten men with a skin disease approached him. Keeping 
their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” Ten men: 
We’re not told anything special about these guys other than that they were ill with a skin 
disease – lepers, traditionally, and that they somehow, associated Jesus with their healing. 
They would have been utterly miserable in their ostracised rejection from every aspect of 
society, unclean, and apparently, somehow, sensed how the passing by Jesus close by 
represented something good for them. And so they called out to him: ‘Dear God, help! 
 

Then, we’re told, that Jesus, 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. They all received 
exactly what they had hoped for, and so could now get on with whatever agendas they had 
for their lives. Like so many of us! We don’t always get exactly what we want in this life, 
but we do have so much, despite our challenges. Much more than we need. How about our 
health, …and if not our health, how about our relationships? Or the gifts of our talents – 
whether we are using them or not? How about the many opportunities we are given to make 
a positive difference in others’ lives? Oh yes, we, like each one of those 10 lepers, actually 
do know what it is to be touched by God’s grace – to be healed. 
 

But then, Luke takes this incident up to a whole new level of Jesus’ teaching. 15 …one of 
them, (we’re told) when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’s feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.  
…I think we’re specifically being told that he was a Samaritan because Samaritans were 
among the least popular in the eyes of all good Jewish people. It’s as if Luke wants us to be 
clear as possible that this could have been anybody! Even a Samaritan! Well, he came back! 
By doing so he was choosing to acknowledge the source of his healing – to show that he 
had some sense from where his healing had come and was moved to express how deeply 
grateful he was for that! 
 
17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? So where are the other nine? 18 Did none of 
them return to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and 
go on your way; your faith has made you well.” Jesus doesn’t respond to the Samaritan’s 
grateful outpouring by saying: ‘You’re welcome!’ but by labouring the point, stressing how 
very necessary it was for him to be doing what he was doing. And why? Well, this text 
stresses how it’s not only polite for us to say thank you, it is vital for our spiritual growth. 
 

Luke’s point is that, in Christ God is the source of all healing, and Jesus Christ is presented 
here as the agent through whom God works. I wonder who the agents are that the risen 
Christ is using today – even right now - to touch us with all sorts of healing? Gratitude, it 
seems, demands that both the SOURCE and the AGENT be acknowledged. Acknowledging 
the source, we get to embrace a relationship with the source, and not just an acceptance of 
the healing. Those others never came back because they were so utterly absorbed by their 
own happiness in their being healed that they never gave even a second’s thought to their 
relationship with the source of that healing grace. 



 

I believe Jesus’ point here is that all our living is meant to be our ‘coming-back’ expression 
of gratitude for all we have received. We are made to be in relationship with God as the 
source and ground of our being. Those who receive only the cures/blessings but miss the 
whole coming close with humble gratitude to the source, miss out on the whole essential 
point of living. It’s as we turn back in grateful recognition of the Giver as the source of 
everything we are and have that is good, so we come most to be alive – becoming who and 
what and how we are meant to be. 
 

That healed leper came back! Jesus wanted all those healed lepers to come back. It’s as if 
‘coming back’, acknowledging the source of all the goodness in our worlds, is absolutely 
vital to completing the cycle of our living. It’s what we are made for – made to be and to 
do. It marks us as living into the very the integrity of our deepest spiritual DNA. NOT to do 
so positions us as mere consumers of God’s grace, people who understand God as simply 
one of the many suppliers we need to meet whatever our grubby agendas happen to be. 
 

And then Jesus ends by saying: your faith has made you WELL – ‘WELL’ (seswken) as a 
word that is elsewhere used in the NT wonderfully to describe someone who has been 
converted - rescued from unbelief!i  It may very well be that Jesus saw in the leper who 
came back the attitude of his salvation, and so assured him of his wellness, not just in his 
body but also his soul. 
 

Gratitude in all things is given to us as what we need to be aligned as participating partners 
with God in the working of God’s grace throughout creation. It’s what distinguishes us 
from being merely childish consumers of that grace! 
 

And how best are we to show our gratitude? Surely, it’s by our living into what we have 
always been intended be God to be. We read in Gen.1 - the first creation narrative - of how 
we are (1) made in God’s image with the capacity to be in relationship with God as the One 
who is in everything and the Source of everything, and so our need for all our living to be a 
reflection of that sacred relationship, and (2) of how we are intended to be stewards of all 
that is created – nurture, take care of it. That suggests that probably the very best way for us 
to express our most primal sacred relationship, is by being the best possible stewards of 
creation that God intends us to be.  
 

That’s not difficult to understand: …if we receive a significant gift – say, a truck - we 
demonstrate our gratitude to the Giver by taking the best possible care of that thing: 
cleaning it, using it, servicing it, properly maintaining it. Anything less than that would 
communicate our lack of gratitude, wouldn’t it? 
 

OK. So, perhaps it’s not healing from leprosy that we are most grateful for on this 
Thanksgiving Sunday but, oh man, so very much else. We have all been blessed with so 
much. Well, just like that leper who expressed his gratitude by going back to Jesus Christ to 
say thank you, may the quality of our faithful living with one another and as God’s stewards 
with all of creation come to be the gratitude that we show - and may that be enough to make 
God smile… 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i Romans 11:14; 1 Corinthians 1:21; 7:16 


