
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: OCTOBER 30, 2022 

SUMMARY: HALLOWEEN: ALL SAINTS DAY  
(Luke 19:1-10)  

  
While probably no-one ‘delights’ in being contacted by Canadian revenue, the ‘tax collectors’ 
of Jesus’ day were seriously despised. The whole of Palestine was under Roman rule, with 
Tax Collectors seen as collaborating sell-outs, betrayers of their people. Rome would assess 
an area for its value and then sell the right to collect taxes on its behalf to the highest bidder – 
who was then free to charge whatever extortionate rate they wanted, so long as Rome got its 
sharei. Tax Collectors were able to charge whatever they wanted and when people couldn’t 
pay, they’d offer loans at outrageous interest rates. They were very wealthy but, as I said, also 
seriously hated – even barred from attending the synagogues. Jericho, situated right at the 
crossing of the Jordan R on the way to Jerusalem, was described by Roman historian Josephus 
as ‘a divine region’ and the ‘fattest in Palestine’. He writes of its lush palm forests and balsam 
groves which perfumed the area for miles. It was a very good place to be a tax collector!  
  
All of which brings us to this story of Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus - a tax collector at the 
top of his profession. I thought that instead of a sermon today, on this ALL-SAINTS’ Sunday, 
let’s simply take a walk thorough this text to see what wisdom there is for us, 
  
And so, let’s begin. Zacchaeus’ name means ‘pure’ or ‘innocent’. We know that we are never 
told things just gratuitously in scripture, and it’s especially so when it comes to people’s 
names. They all so often mean/represent something. And so, we have this bad guy Zacchaeus 
and yet, with a name meaning ‘pure, innocent’: pure of what, innocent of what? What would 
the main things be to pollute someone in Jesus’ eyes, would you say? What would make them 
innocent? Apparently, looking at the behaviour of this tax collector, it’s not simply their 
behaviour, good or bad. Perhaps it has to do with to do with a what we sometimes call naivete: 
a lack of cynicism perhaps, a genuine sense of openness, of wonder, child-like curiosity...  
 
It seems Zacchaeus, for all his bad behaviour previously, now had that.  We know that as 
Jesus approached his town of Jericho Zacchaeus was quite willing to go to some lengths to 
satisfy his rising curiosity, even to the point of looking silly. Imagine, a grown man of some 
considerable social stature – now, climbing a tree like a child to have a better sense of who 
Jesus was.  
  
So often we don’t like to do that – look silly. We like to pretend to have much more dignity, 
much less willing to show our ignorance, shy to ask the silly questions. Zacchaeus had no 
such qualms apparently. I wonder if those around laughed at him. Jeered a little perhaps.  
He didn’t care, and so, up he went! Purely, innocently, honestly curious.  
 
But then, notice this: we’re not told that was trying just to see Jesus, but to see ‘who Jesus 
was’ Anyone can ‘see’ Jesus but not everyone can know just what or who it is that they are 
seeing - who Jesus actually is. I think of those video clips where people answered who they 
thought Jesus is… Kind of like the disciples who had to answer who they believed Jesus is:  
‘Who do people say I am?’  
  



Who do you see Jesus as being? To what extent does your life demonstrate what you believe?  
We do need to be as clear as possible because there is always so much to distort our vision.  
 Chassidic Master Rebbe Levi Yitzchak’s famous answer to a self-proclaimed atheist who was 
complaining about his problem believing in a cruel, uncaring god: ‘... this god you don’t 
believe in, I don’t believe in that god either’. Perhaps this Jesus you don’t believe in, I 
probably don’t believe either!!! 
 
Zacchaeus not only wanted to see Jesus, but he also wanted properly to ‘see’ who Jesus 
was! But then, we’re told he couldn’t, …because of the crowd. What were some ways that the 
crowd was getting in the way of his being able to see who Jesus is? What are some of the 
ways that ‘the crowds’ of our 2022 living obstruct us, pollute our innocence, get in the way of 
our coming to know who Jesus is?  
  
What are some of the ways that we do that, blocking others? Our calling is both to know about 
who this Jesus is, and then not to be among those who get in the way of the ‘pure and 
innocent’ coming to know for themselves. Perhaps the most is to be the trees that others feel 
safe enough to climb to catch some deeper insight into Christ’s character!  
  
I have recently been introduced to the podcasts of Joy Vetterlein who describes herself as a 
‘Spiritual Misfit!’ and a lifelong learner about the person and work of Jesus Christ. She has 
some wonderful things to say about our coming to know more about this Jesus Christ that we 
may think we know (I’m paraphrasing her now, but): ‘It’s not betraying Jesus to learn new 
things about God as we grow’. Do you really think God told us everything we need to know 
about God when we were 8 years old and the rest of our lives and faith is simply a test of 
those beliefs? She goes on: If we were lucky enough to connect with God in such a way that 
you truly believe God loves you, then believe also that God is rooting for you to grow and 
change and adapt your spirituality to new experiences.’  
  
All of which brings us to this All-Saints’ Day! Who have been some of those precious 
sycamore trees in your life, people who have allowed you to see the true character and nature 
and purpose of Jesus Christ. Who are some of those trees currently, allowing you to have fresh 
and new insight into just who and what this Jesus is? For whom are you currently being a tree, 
being useful revealing to others something of who and what they actually are in God’s eyes, 
what Jesus represents for them…   
  

Oh, Dear God, open our eyes, open our hearts, may this teaching of Christ 
resonate with us, in our lives, now, just where we are… 

…and like that small wealthy tax collector of 2000 years ago, bring us to our 
senses, and able to see… 

 
Rev Robin Jacobson 

 
i There were various taxes (1) stated taxes included a poll on every person until the age of 65, a 10% produce tax on all their crops, a 
1% income tax, and (2) duty taxes: collected as tolls for the use of Roman roads, charged per wheel on the cart, e.g., as well as other 
import and export border taxes…   

 


