
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: Nov 20, 2022: In-Person & live-streaming 

HEALING AND WHOLENESS! 
Matthew 11:2-6 

 

Our reading this week finds John the Baptist in prison. His boldly speaking out against King 
Herod Antipas’ illegal marriage to Herodias, the wife of his dead half-brother, Phillip, had 
landed him in prison, and now he was there - awaiting his death. We can imagine him 
beginning to second guess himself, ask himself whether Jesus was in fact the Messiah, or were 
they to expect somebody else? After all his courageous ministry of directly challenging others 
to repent because of how Jesus, the Messiah, was near, he finds himself facing his death in 
prison and doubting all of that - I guess that's the subversive nature of fear… Anyway, we see 
him sending some of his disciples off to make sure – to ask Jesus just that question.  
 

Healing and wholeness, it seems, are the hallmarks of Jesus’ presence! Instead of directly 
answering John's questions as to who and what he is, Jesus pointed them to the evidence of 
what he does: ‘Am I the Messiah, well, look around. What do you see and hear? How about: 
…the blind seeing, the lame walking, lepers cleansed, the deaf hearing, even the dead raised… 
 

Today is a service of healing and wholeness. It’s a time for us to focus specifically on the 
healing and wholeness aspects of Christ’s presence and ministry. Jesus was, is, and will always 
be primarily about our healing & wholeness, in some or other form. I'm grateful to Liz Bower 
who, at our last healing service back in 2018, reminded us of a beautiful piece written some 60 
years ago by a medical doctori - how: ‘Sometimes it's forgotten that medicine owes its greatest 
debt, not to Hippocrates, but to Jesus. It was the humble Galilean who more than any other 
figure in history bequeathed to the healing arts their essential meaning and spirit…Physicians 
would do well to remind themselves that without his spirit, medicine degenerates into 
depersonalised mythology and its ethical code becomes a mere legal system. Jesus brings to 
methods and codes the corrective love without which true healing is rarely actually possible. 
And so, he concludes, the spiritual ‘Father of Medicine’ was not Hippocrates on the island of 
Cos, but Jesus in the town of Nazareth’ 
 

God's goal for all our living is for us to come to live into the wholeness of life as expressed in 
the life and teaching – the death and resurrection of Jesus. Our most essential ‘healing’ is 
always towards that end, and always as a very precious and integral part of what our Christian 
faith and purpose is all about - and we really shouldn’t kid ourselves: we all need ‘healing’ in 
some form or another – primarily of relationships – relational healing. We long for the healing 
of our divided world - communities and nations. We long for the healing of our relationships 
with one another, people with whom we are different perhaps and so we tend to mistrust - I 
think of all our hurting broken relationships. And even with the earth – creation itself: 
Instead of the easy and harmoniously-aligned living that we are meant to have with all creation 
- as indigenous spirituality teaches – creation as our mother, brother, sister, child: …something 
to nurture and to be nurtured by, mostly, we position ourselves with violence and exploitation 
as its devourers. Sickeningly, instead of being the stewards of all that God intends, so many of 
our lifestyles and choices break it to exploit it.  We MUST long for that healing… 
 



For many of us it’s even closer than that: …it’s for the healing of ourselves – the relationship 
we have with our broken bodies – as we age perhaps, have disease. The relationship we have 
with our hurting minds and wounded hearts… Healing that may at last end the brokenness we 
have got used to living with within ourselvesii. Our healing prayers are never meant to effect 
anything other than God’s perfectly loving and harmonizing will to be done On earth as it 
ideally is, in heaven. It’s always only and ever God’s will that we are after here: nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else… 
 

And, oh, what a will! Remember Jeremiah 29:11: I know the plans God has… Plans to prosper 
and not to hurt Plans to give hope and a future! God's greatest will is always for us to know 
restoration and wholeness – however imperfect that ‘wholeness’ may appear to be! 
 

We’re speaking about ‘Healing and Wholeness’ as our embrace of healing peace - peace with 
ourselves, with others, with creation, and so ultimately, peace with God as the Source of 
everything. That’s our work! Our Purpose! Our Mission! Everything we do in this place/ in our 
homes/ places of work, everywhere, as Christ-followers, MUST somehow. Ultimately, be about 
the effecting of this healing…what could possibly be more important than that? I think of our 
occasional walking of the beautiful Labyrinth on our hall floor. For 4000 years many faith 
traditions have used the labyrinth in this healing meditative practice. I think of our faithful 
online Prayer ministry that means each Thursday morning under the shepherding of Neill 
McRae and others. The Pathways-In women’s ministry of Alma Jean and Laura 
Our Prayer Shawl group that regularly meets over their prayers and knitting needles, creating 
these beautiful shawls, symbols of sacred healing love to comfort and warm us as we are 
struggling.  
 

There will be an opportunity today for those who wish to come forward to receive Healing 
Pathway ministry - either for yourself or for any other person or situation which you may be 
carrying in your heart. The Healing Pathway describes itself on its website as a program in The 
United Church of Canada that engages people in the healing ministry that was initiated by 
Jesus and continued by his followers over the centuries. 
 

We are going to be recognizing our Healing Pathway Practitioners today in this service and 
offering opportunities to receive ministry from them… 
 

May Christ’s Healing and Wholeness be increasingly your reality. 
Amen 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 
i Dr J.W. Povonsha The Healing Christ 1959 
ii Of course, our prayers are always respectfully alongside the working of all credible modern medicine and other forms of 
ethical and traditional healing - which we know are all included as channels of God's loving and transforming purpose. 
We're not saying anything instead of those methods, it's along with the best of those methods! 
 


