
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: JANUARY 1, 2023 

SUMMARY: THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S… 
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-28 

 

This world in which we live was God’s idea before it was ours.  
It’s not our achievement, nor is it our product. 
The world is God’s gracious, good gift to us. 

And, by the grace of God, it is also our vocation/our assignment both to enjoy it as well 
as care for it, nurture and steward it. 

 

That’s paraphrased from Bishop Will Willemon, describing how every gift of God implies 
our responsibility to show gratitude by using that gift rightly - including creation! And it is 
that responsibility of our faithful stewardship which forms the basis for how we are to 
think about our current ecological crisis. The point of today’s text is not to try explain 
exactly how it all began those 13.8 billion years ago but to stress that the world is not self-
created. It teaches that whenever matter came first to be formed from however energies 
merged, Holy God was there! And that without the creative word of the Holy somehow 
intricately behind and within and throughout - there would be no world. 
 

For us to come into that realisation, is to be filled with humility as our only truly 
appropriate response, humble gratitude, and a most profound sense of responsibility. 
Because it means that all of this is not our possession to use just as we please. The world is 
not our property but our gift. I understand German’s word for ‘gift’ is also the root of the 
German word for ‘assignment’ implying how for every gift there is always also an 
associated responsibility. To be given a gift is to be given responsibility for the faithful 
stewardship of what we have received. I think of the words many of us were taught to pray 
as ‘Grace’ before eating: ‘For what we have received may we be truly grateful’ – do you 
remember that? Appropriate gratitude demands our appropriate & responsible response! 
 

The 4th C Bishop, Basil of Caesarea, wrote inviting us to marvel at that - the wonders of 
creation. To wonder worshipfully! He claimed all this as a reflection of the God who 
made, and gives it all.  As the Psalmist (Ps 24:1,2) sang: The earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it. For God founded it on the seas and established it on the waters… 
clearly, we, as the grateful recipients of God’s good gift of creation, … have responsibility 
wisely and compassionately to care for it… 
 

 

This beautiful text from the beginning of Genesis takes on a whole new relevance within our 
growing awareness of the ecological crisis in which we live. Many of us are only just now 
beginning to recognize how badly we are doing in this regard. With our wanton plastic-
pollution, or out-of-control carbon emissions, and almost every other form of abuse - we are 
rapidly destroying God’s well-formed creation. Sources describe 1.2 trillion gallons of 
untreated sewage and stormwater and industrial waste dumped into North American waters 
each year.1  

 
1 https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-pollution 



Already, the ocean is filled with about 165 million tons of plastic. That’s 25 times heavier than 
the Great Pyramid of Giza. There are floating pollution islands… By 2050, plastic in the 
oceans will outweigh fish.2 

 

Some say scripture shares some responsibility for our environmental crisis by describing in 
(Genesis 1:28) how God gives humanity “dominion” over the world. but that depends on how 
we define that word dominion. If we mean that we believe the earth is ours just to use or abuse 
as we please, to plunder and abuse, then they are correct. But if it’s ‘dominion as defined by 
what Christ did, that’s very different! Jesus exercised lordship and dominion not by selfish 
domination but by his willingness to offer suffering service. Jesus redefined lordship by 
humbly taking the form of a servant, by standing in solidarity with the sick, the marginalised, 
broken-hearted… Ultimately it was by dying and rising demonstrating how we all may live…. 
 

A dominating/domineering view of our place in the world has led us to believe 
animals/and minerals and everything are ours to use and abuse for our own human 
comforts and pleasures. That’s NOT what the Bible teaches. The biblical witness is that 
we live in a God-centered, God-created, God-owned universe! 
 

The earth is not just our possession to plunder – it is God’s creation, God’s gift, and 
it’s God’s assignment to us. 

 

Some say that a far better translation for ‘dominion’ in our text ought to be “mastery 
among.” Humanity has mastery of care for all that God has created. It’s a humbling 
thought that this world was created by God. We are God’s creatures rather than the 
world’s creators. We are created, owned, called by God rather than self-fabricated. The 
earth still belongs to God; the world has been entrusted to us for safekeeping rather than 
for exploitation. 
 

The aggressive, exploitive posture that modern humanity has taken with regard to creation 
is due not to the Bible so much as due to how human nature and our desire is all about us 
wanting to be in control of everything! We may think of our European history where 
“Dominance” became the rationale for the Doctrine of Discovery that the European 
nations used to colonize, exploit, even to the point of enslaving other human beings 
creating a world to exist for our and not God’s glory! …the betterment of us, our way, our 
culture, our comforts… 
 

How very different that is to the infinitely more Biblical, Christian view of e.g.  
St. Francis of Assisi, who saw every creature, and everything as being intimately and 
organically and responsibly connected to God, in one Holy Communion- fellowship. 
 

All “The earth is the theater of God’s glory,” said John Calvin. We are not the authors of 
the play; we are assigned roles by God to assist in God’s glorious work. This is a theology 
of our most human responsibility as we connect with God and all through God’s most 
awesome creation. 
 

 
 

2 https://polluting-plastic.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiAm7LSBRBBEiwAvL1-
L2rDsSgJgke1bzVlHay98OZjnvPk646Oc_JDOiiCWeQnrJbOLGadPRoCXt8QAvD_BwE 



The difference that Jesus makes to this conversation is, well, everything! We are told in 2 
Corinthians 5:17 anyone who is ‘in Christ’ is a ‘new creation’ – for the old is gone and the 
new has come – newly restored back to what we were all originally intended to be!  

• That means with new ways of seeing everything! The way Jesus constantly heals 
eyes blinded with just self-circumstance, greed, now newly opened to see what 
actually is – the holy and sacred ownership and Presence in everything!  

• With new hearts. New feeling! As we are told in Ezekiel 36:26 of Christ replacing 
our hearts of stone that don’t care, no compassion, with new hearts of flesh that care 
deeply…  

• And then, like the healed Paraclete of Jn.5 - with a new doing! …a renewed 
willingness to get up and go DO something about what we seeing, and feeling needs 
to be done! 

 

New! Different! Healed Whole! Let’s go there in this new year of 2023. May the very best 
worship that we bring Creator God be the faithful living stewardship that we exercise over 
this beautiful creation with which we have been gifted. Just imagine what a difference our 
faithful, properly in-Christ living may make. May it be so. 
In Jesus’ Name 
Amen. 
 

Rev Robin Jacobson 
 

 


