
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: FEBRUARY 12, 2023 

SUMMARY: SERMON ON THE MOUNT (3) 
(Matthew 5:38-48) 

 

Today marks the last of our three-part series on the Sermon on the Mount. We began by 
looking at the first 12 verses of Mt.5, known as the Beatitudes. Last week focused on the 
next 4 verses which describe us as ‘salt’ and ‘light’ that the world needs in order to know 
God in this very most beautiful and reconciling sense of ‘Father’. This week we are looking 
at what it means for us to be called to go beyond what our cultural instincts set as our 
boundaries. 
 

In Matthew 5, Jesus is training us to live not in reaction to our own failings and insecurities 
and certainly not ever to allow just self-interest to master us. Instead, it’s for us to own how 
there is a different drummer for us who follow him - a better drummer setting a far 
healthier, more life-giving rhythm to our living… 
  

Some criticize the Bible for being full of contradiction.  Which is it, they ask, the command 
for ‘an eye for an eye’ or the one that says for us to ‘turn the other cheek?’ It’s both. 
What’s commonly understood to be the point of the ‘eye for an eye’ law of Leviticus (24:19-
20) is that the taking of revenge is not only a good thing but somehow a necessary and part 
of God’s plan for our living! But by taking another look at this law I think we see 
something different, something so much better: 19 If anyone injures their neighbour, as 
they have done it shall be done to them, 20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth; whatever injury they have given a person shall be given to them. (ESV) Notice the 
principle of limitation. The introduction of this law wasn’t an incitement to revenge so 
much as an appeal for mercy. 
 

Knowing how we all tend to allow things to escalate, we need this holy law calling for 
moderation. It’s saying: if someone has harmed you in any way, don’t go out of your way 
to inflict even a greater hurt on them, slow down, hold back, limit your response to just 
ONE eye for an eye… ONE tooth for a tooth! It’s not a call for revenge so much as a call 
for merciful moderation. But then Jesus took it further by taking that OT principle of 
merciful moderation even further by calling for our turning of the other cheek! 
 

It’s no coincidence that Jesus followed last week’s reading with just that one extremely 
powerful verse: Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. This is what all of today’s reading is about. 
The call is to transcendence. It’s not to replace the Law but to extend it. Complete it. To go 
beyond! We are never to settle for just whatever ‘adequate’ thing we may have allowed 
ourselves to become. Instead, we are to strive to go further, to be better, and to do so quite 
regardless of whatever our complacent norm may expect of us. Be better! 
 

That’s what we see happening time and again whenever people encounter the holiness of 
God. As fishers who had been unsuccessfully trying to catch fish in shallow water, they are 
challenged to ‘push out into the deep’ (Lk 5:4) or, as at night within a storm far from land 
with the wind hard against them, and sensing Jesus approaching walking on the water, they 
are told to risk ‘stepping out of the boat’ (Mt 14:29).  



In each of these situations, and so many more others, that’s them (and through them, that’s 
us) being challenged to allow our overly-settled order to be disordered. That’s us being 
challenged to risk leaving whatever has become overly bound by too much familiarity, 
however pleasant or pleasant that reality may be: we are to be willing to stretch out beyond 
our comfort zones. We may think of John 5 and that paralytic who had probably become 
very comfortably settled next to the pond on his mat. After being challenged by Jesus 
whether he even wanted to be healed, was told to GET UP! Pick up the bedroll of where 
he had previously been so comfortably hiding behind his invalid status AND WALK! 
 

Challenging our status quo can be scary. I’m not too sure that is ever something that we are 
overly eager to do. And yet we sing of it, of how we invite the Spirit to blow into our lives, 
‘stirring us from our placidness’ & upsetting our settled schemes. 
 

The ‘peace’ that Christ promises is never about just the serving of our comfort and 
avoidance of risk – it’s the peace of knowing that we are journeying towards the perfection 
of life that God intends, as we strive for excellence! 
 

Where do you suspect you may currently be being urged to do just that? It’s like we 
have this inertia that drives us down to settle, this weight that fights against any of that kind 
of forward movement. We resist anything that we believe may challenge our most-familiar, 
most-settled comfort zones, even while we know that just because something is familiar 
doesn’t automatically mean it’s right for us, or that its good, or healthy, or where we need to 
remain! 
 

As Christ-followers, there is invariably always more for us to know, to be, and to do! Jesus 
would have us to stretch - to reach beyond what are cultural instincts set as our boundaries. 
We are created to be a liminal people - always leaning into becoming more of whatever 
good and better identity and purpose God intends for us.  

And so, you have heard it said… But now I say unto you… 
Strive to be perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect! 

 

May that be so for each of us, whatever that may come to mean for us in our lives, or from 
God for others through our lives, may that be so, for we pray that in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
Rev Robin Jacobson 


